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+», | the fout A the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, can complete ſes. 1 = 
3 felicity, and ef. ab it to experience the real” 'pood-of man... „ 
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% ſome time m'2 diſtreſſed Rate of mind, ine „ 
„ 2 bitterneſs on my bard fate and worldly trouble, About | 5 1 
bo po che beginning of; » inſtead of going to church on the ="; a. 
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Sunday, March 43 17787 5 
reden me a da of terror in 
ich de the fear of dhe Bend 0 
2 tgo hold of my rebel eee 2 F OY 
& preached. too ons words. „ ee got at. 


erh which all that are in the 
_ hall hoar hiv voice, an 1 al. come! forth; they tirat 
e decor eee e 


"andthingthathave 


chan a tube 41 . 
bled; | W Nl ways 4. zor I 5 
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am undone. * 
for my num 


tent z even Een 8 Ons ng k 
a f Ad- him, 
1 was undone, that the words it contained condemned mecto 5 
the reſurrection "of” damnation; that that inſtead of doing zood, 1 
had ſpent my whole life in doing) evil; Hie endeavoured to 
_."comfgre mes but in vain. I now begam to pra) pray from a wo | 
ech spirit, and humbled e before Gods cunfeffing my fins 


Sen out for mercys;- KR he would hear. me. 
. : 


1 and various vanities which Pers e ergy ay a 


_ now 7 to: unſuitable to my condition 
ther. But how to be 


9 


1 = 285 * _ 


x : ., + * k 7 Wo * * by 
J OY Brag 8 


4 or Wi N 
0 . of 1 vp ia * * 
1 ad 5 A P 
bs . N a vx . 4 L 1 © 5 8 7 
* . ” * o of N * 5 1 9 14 8 . * * . : 4 % ORF 1 3 2 
\ $4 gas) h — * k 1 . * ' Fa x 
e * 1 \ e 9 a 1 . $5.4, „ . ** * 7 4 1 7 = 
. n A a « ti. g ; * ; 1 ol : a A 4 l , . 1 
* Y 2 * 
: | vi. bal 3G 0 * ih ; 
WY a N »h * 97 N ©} b \ 
5 A- 
51 * 
* * 
$ g 
\ { 5 
NRX. „ 


1 


be * er le eh looked 1 1 
to as part of it, but it ſhewed- me what a po; ſerving - 
rg I was. This increaked-my affliction. I now deep, 
lamented my deplorable ſtste, and wept. bikterly for my fins: 
my iejection of my father” 5 good. counſel-was as a dagger tomy , 
heart, I. continued the whole week without hope, dreading . 
that the wrath of God would caſt me into hell, never thinking 
of: a Saviow, buy imagining-my ſins were too heinous to be 
5 . 2 90 fooliſh and ignarant was I, as it were 2 beaſt 
; And -{ great 2 anguiſh of my ſoul, 
I INTE 3 God had. ſpared Noab and: his. family. 
I © 9b bud dey allo. den; reps away by the deluge, Lhad ne- 
« yer been.” A wounded: nd who _ bear?” "T1 his world 
e nose ay iuiipid to- che 48.4 jeſ to a dyi aig iP $ 
The next ſabbath. Mr. Milner. preached from the falloving 
Fords © God ſo loved the world, that he gave hi =, 7" 
I © gotten San, that whoſoever: believeth in bim, ſhould not 
7 _< periſh, but have everlaſting life. - For God ſent not his 8 1 1 
eo the world to condemn the world, but that the w Es 
ee through him might be ſaved,” * He proclaimed. God's — 
acious pardon fa the moſt alen ſinner, that would for- 
F his ſins, repent, and believe in Jeſus, whoſe. precious 
hload eleanſerh from all. fins, hawever heingus-or numerous. 
| God hethanted; I received ſome conſolation fill 4 diſcourſe; 
hops revived, and gladneſs dawned. within m My prejudice, 
0 4 churchman, againſt thoſe of othet denominatians was nom 
o removed, that L went in the evening, for the firſt time, to 
A neighbouring village, to hear Mr, Bottomley, a 3 
ing miniſters His diſcourſe was as darts end arrows to my 
ſoul, though not without — rings of $ of hope... I proceeded 
| Joyfully for ſome days, imp (3 e for the fake 
. of Jeſus, and the guidancs of ti his Holy ſpirit. I xenounced my 
wn righteouſneſs, - being truly ſenſible of my rhencls and * 
85 Junbounded goodneſs in ſtill ſparing me. 5 "7 4 
Satan, enraged/at my giving up A up all hope of my own "Mp Y 
Funes, now pong ta ſo in m a boys b ," 
| Ropping my 1 827 mind with Atheiſm. 
Tas tercified heygnd ae, Zee of ſweat fell ffom 
me, I aroſe from prayer, and ran about the grove as one di- 
| tracted, ſtruggling, but in vain, againſt the blaſphemous in- 
Wk. * | Was now /belpleſs, indeed l. But that God, who 5 5 9 
7 a e ear rs e by King one of bis 
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AIR 2 and ye ſhall find; a promiſe worth 1 1 to me than alf the 


A diſtinctly, for the firſt time, what is meant by reſting on a di- 


0 5 though I wayered often through the power of unbelief, yet, © 
5 7 ark ſug; ride that, as I had lived to grey Hairs in = : 


dien within me could not now ſhed tears as before, which _ 


| 8 day, drawing me with the cords of redeeming love. The ſpi- 


ments, to comfort thoſe that mourn: Nevertheleſs, I was 


il 41 hour of need. They laboured likewiſe to deſeribe man's 
1 


|  - that God yould in his goed tine grant me my heart's deſire. 8 
. * into OT > eee N 7 "The | 


* 8 Aang canes: up as; cds: The FREY whey T7 


1 Hines of Peru, which ſupported me in all my ſubſequent tri 

e. I'was ſoon compoſed engugn es renew my ſuppfications, 
un te lt up my heart in thanfefgieing te God for my delive- 

tance. My ſouf was filled with «pleaſing expeQation, that 
dy ſecking the Lord, I ſhould wach end Pin. And 1 knew 


Vine promiſe. I preſſed forward with ſtrong deſire, abouring 
db ſee the Saviour, with the eye of faith, Herding on his eroſs, 
and woufd have given the World to call him my own. Y 


| the whole, I conſtantly fed onthe profniſe, „ ſeek and ye thall 
4 find,” The shark of the Almighty was an anchor of hope 
tio my foul; 1 and ſtedfaſt, and T was enabled to * 

that ie would at length appear for my relief 
IT be third: week of my conviction the Tempter made a ne 


ſervice of ſin, I muſt, by a long courſe of repentance, Werk 
muyſelf into a ae of holineſs, before F could be pardoned; a 
miſtake which coſt me many a forrowful- hour: For no er 
had Self ſet up his ſtandard, than I felt my heart ſtony for the 
firſt time. Sometimes at prayer it ſeemed as it were à ball of / 2 


greatly diſtreſſed Me: But I was not forſaken; the ſtill, ſmall; 
= Pas powerful voice of God founded ſome hours in my heartevery | 


rit of God cauſed my ſoul to aſpire after heavenly things, and 
= ons worldly cares, as if I had been'new-born. How won- 
_ © derful art thou, Lord, in all thy ways! how N 3 

| * mercies to the children of men hn 

I omitted no opportunity of hearing Mr. Milner and Mr. * 
| | Bothowaley; who often delivered the ſtrongeſt = nag, al 


not able to lay hold of any, but that precious one Which has 
deen mentioned, and which the Lord made to be ſufficient for . 


7 in Adam, and our depravity of heart by nature; but his Ho 
Vas a point of doctrine as yet hid from me: Often did I comi- 

* plain to God of r my actual fins; but the bitter root of a finful 
nature 1 ſaw not, nor was I rightly convinced of my nothing- 

nes in myſelf. In ſolitude. mourtied for my fins, till = 8 


In che mean- time dome of OED: ade was 
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me, that Mr. Milner would be at his houſe the Saturday even- 2 
- Interview with him. I gladly accepted the offer, and Jobged, — 
le received me with much affection, and ſaid, he was 
lated to him my diftreſs for fix weeks paſt, how I was awaken=  ' -. 
ed under his miniſtry, and was not without hope of divine for- 44,508 
se ſhall find, and fir mly believed that he could not break bis „„ A 
word. But as I had ſpent me whole life in doing evil, I was 


= ins following, when. I might have the opportunity of a perſonal © 
"for the app roaching time. . lad 1 
r e 
giveneſs; that I reſted on my Saviour's promiſe, ( ſeek and ye 
. confident that my pardon could only be procured on the con- 


7 dition of a. Fe $A . ̃ ode .. 
He defired that I would truly anſwer him one queſtion, re- 


* 
, 


- membering that I was in God's preſence, from whom no ſecret; 
was hid. Ds you believe, 1 God. would be juſt, 
- if he baniſhed. you to hell? I anſwered, moſt aſſuredly, if that 
Were his pleaſure, as there never lived a more infamous wretch _ 
- than myſelf. However, I believed his judgments were mixed 
With mercy, otherwiſe I muſt have been in hell thirty years 
© agoz for that my whole life had deen one continued ſcene 56. 
Ss ——— GU OA RT 808 
Iba now, ſays he, great hopes that 20008 not far from 
- I Happines.. Bat ow. is it that von expect pardon for the ne. 
b rit of your repentance? Do you know your ſtate by nature, + 
that it is not in you, by reaſon of indwelling-fin, either to 
repent, to believe, or even to think one really good thought? 
Tou muſt be beholden ig Divine Grace for all theſe things, 
85 As he underſtood by my anſwer my ignorance of the true doc. 
5 trine of the FALL, he ſhewed me that God created Adam 
0 upright, and after his own image; that by his diſobedience e, 
_ I forfeited the divine favour, and brought:down. a. curſe n him ©7 
ſelf and all his poſterity ;+that hence we are all!“ by nature 
« children of wrath, earthly, ſenſual, deyiliſh;” that he hin- 
| ſelf was equally guilty with me, though he had never gone inte 
thoſe lengths of groſs na hah ow Thad done; yet that 
his heart was naturally filthy, being eſtranged from God by, 
the vail of darkneſs that covers our hearts, through the extreme, 
corruption of nature; that all without exception remain under 
che powerof that darkneſs, and under the curſe of the divine la wm, 
a] till they experience redemption by believing in Chriſt, whoſe,  * 
[IU bloodalone, and not gur works, can atone for our fins, and juſti : 
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ech per in el things written zn the Poe 6f tue lar to dg | 

them.“ Now, added he, the Hol e hath convinced 5 
5 5 1 a vile ſinner you ate, humbled your ſtubborn heart 3 . 
Seh ſorrow, and prepared you to receive God's mot gracious = 


$ 3 
. 3 


to 


' pardon; and, as one. of ChrilFs miniſters, I will lay the di- | 


vine invitation before you, that you way be reconciled to him, 
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eee pardon of all your fins, ayd may tive the teſt | 
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ok yourdaysto his glory. He chend opened to me the following 
„ Seripture: „ Now then de are ambaſſadors fer 
2 Chriſt, as though God die beſsech ve by us, We pray 

een 


0 


to God. For be fang 1 


made him to be fin for us, who knew ng fin, that we might. 


be made the riphteoulneſs.of God jo him®,” I now ſtand in ; 


= St. Paul's place, ſays he, and beg you tp believe this Invita- = 


| © tion, and accept the pardon of all your fins, which Chriſt has 
purchase for you, and which God freely beſtyws on you for 


WW his ſake: On my reading the invitation, my foul was bumbled 


_ in theduft, 30 cried out, dear fir, how can I believe that 
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2804 ſhould invite a ſinful wretch Yke me, to be reconciled tg 


Wt tending to confirm the ſame thing,” among others the well. 


ige inſpiration the Holy 


mature of heaven 1 then enjoyed. 
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bim! He laid open to me many paſſages of Serigtüre, 
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known parable of the Prodigal Son, declaring that the invita- 
F oo eons Paul, Ren 4 
| 120 bolt; adding, that God's 
|  * thoughts ate ot as man's thoughts, not Ris ways as our 
TVT L, [46 ipods 


* 


=.  _ Notwithſtandingall he aid, L could not believe it to he God's 
WW. Invitation, but imagined it might be 'a miſtake in the py | 


ing of his Bible, and wiſhed to fee hoty it was in mine. Never: 
_ _ -* , theleſs, Iconcealed my intention, and defired leave to retire a lit⸗ 
ile, promiſing ſoon to return. T haftened to my lodgings, and 


„ it opened rhe „ contained the very fame words. 


7 my eyes wilhfully on the invitation à few moments. 
A great weaknels ſeized me, that T'rould neither pray nor ut 
ter a word; 1 was truly helpleſs, "Then it was that my'God 
and Saviour manifeſted his ſtrength in my Weakneſs, Quick 
2s lightening the Holy Ghoſt took polſeſon of my heart, and 
___ filled all my faculties with heavenly delight. My tongue or 
pen can very faintly deſcribe it. Al the bliſs 1 had ever en- 
Jjoped was no more like it, than midnight darkneſs is like the 
_ - »» meridian ſun, It was n mething of the real 


oh 1 moyed. 3 foul was Wrapped in 
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for nigh Ralf an hour T forgat thert” was Tweh- 1 perſon 4 
Mr. Milner. At length J returned, und Thouted ou that- | 
the Holy Ghoſt was in my heart, and that God was in Chriſt. 
re onGn ny che world to himfelf. My Lord's — o 
5 1 5 ſeck and ye ſhall Bhd,” was made good to my nos 
| bp y foul. Glory be to thee, 1 O Lord my God, whoſe — 
_ and 12 endureth from noo to nenation, and n 
Faileth, I ſpent * #nſuin 
| God and Saviour, vaſed my pation: Ich his blood, 
feaſting my ſou] with atneſs and "heaven! 21 de the 
* ſpirit of God witneſſing with 1 1 dat T was born of 
2 God, and a joint heit with Chit,” How inſignificant did 
i world, with all its prandeuf, appear to me, who Rad 
e Chriſt the hope of glory” for my everlaſting treaſure! I then 
experienced indeed the with of the deckte, Anek I had heard 
the Bab that ** exe 9 man de born again, he cannot 
"fee the kingdom of God, Andi this bleffing is to be felt u 
happy experience.” t For at that day, ſays our Lord, ye ſhall 
*s know, that Tamin my Father, an ye in me, and Lin 14 
I heartily wiſh none, Who read this, may reſt ſatisfied without | 
the ſame experience; e for if any man have not the ſpirit of 
0 i he is none of his. Know ye. not, ſays St. Paul, 
witz 3 the Corinthian believers, “that ge are the N 
5 of od, and the ſpirit, of God dwelleth if you?!“ + 
Fired with zeal for the Redeemet* s cauſe, I now felt m viel 
dliſpoſed to warn all I met with, to repent and believe the * 
el, that they might be ſaved, declaring What, great things the 
h * had done for me the worſt of ſinners. 
' I wrote an account of theſe things to mf nephew at Dublin, 
| giving him and the reſt of my relations the beſt inſtructions 1 
Foul by which they might obtain the ſame precious gift. 
x concluded that I. was beſide myſelf, in conſequence of 
Which my nephew: diſpatched. a friend to viſit me, 1065 on hie 
return removed their fears, by informing them of the change 
wich had taken placa in my.converſation and conduct. 
In March, 1 1794s 1 went to London, and there heard vari- 


” 2 Ne 5 


5 ous nber of the goſpel of Chriſt. All enlightened Yr 
ot every denomination, I was enabled to —2 are inſtruments 
in the Lord's hands for turn! 824 ſinners « from darknſs 1 , 

; ; nd, Tom the power « Satan to 

4 frer. ſome time I returned to Patin. My nepheyy apt the. 

WY ſt of my family received me joyfully. I remained 255 mo 

2 5 1 5 1 100 Hees xiv. 20. Laken m. * 1 1 con. wt, 16. Ps ens fs | 5 
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| quaintance often-with me. I laboured to convince them 4 


_ _ their deplorable ſtate by nature and practice, and to ſhew them 
_ the neceflity of CONVERSION. Nor were my labours loſt: 


Mi wife was convinced of her-unworthineſs, was led to „ 
| = repentance, and was bleſſed with a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt. | 
After this ſhe declined in health, and departed this life, hav- 0 

ing hope in her death, and entered into the joy of her Lord. 

She was the firſt ripe fruit that God was pleafed to. beſtow on 

wm labours. Others of them became father uneaſy, and went. 

tc hear preachers, whom before they had treated with arm ad 5 


4 | Glory be to God, m journey to Dublin was not in vain. 
1 Th longed to hear Ch 


„ my ſoul, and forget not 
3 . fi, 6 and 9 185 all n n e 


- Sigh account. 17 I EET cone 


1 3 been juſtly obſerved, that the varieties and a 

e which occur in the accounts given us by 
the four Evangeliſts, are ſo far from weakening the evidence 
of Chriſtianity, that they very much eſtabliſ its credibility. 


_The integrity of the Hiſtorians is by this circumſtance effectu- 8 | 


ally proved; we are ſure there was no colluſion, no precon- 
., certed ſcheme; each writer has declared matter of fact, LY 
far as it fell within his cognizance, or ſtruck his i imagination . 
and the diverſity is no more than what would naturally ariſe in 


All ſuch caſes, plainly to be accounted for from Circumſtances, 
Aud yet fully conſiſtent bling a PRINCE regard to: truth i in n all the 


Hiſtorians... 5 
Such a diverſity may 4; expected in this 13 account of | 


. Howard's converſion. / It will not; I truſt, weaken and 
abu, but rather ſtrengthen and illuſtrate the foregoing nar». 


 _— N 9 which I wrote ſome * n 
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about two martha in 1 privacy 1 i IRE to 1 
pear to m 1 as. I had nothing to give them I hum- 


dly beſeech Lord my Gene 10 e them the = 
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rit's miniſters, and to aſſemble with his * 

IK The Lord my God conveyed me im ſafety, where 1 
| wh that glorious aig ee therefore praiſe the Lord, Q 

his benefits, who pen * 
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tions, to give it to the public, accompanied with a few notes, - 


8 which may not be unworthy the reader's attention, 


\ Mr, Howard, in early life, was intetided' by his parents Tor + 
the Miniſtry.“ But as he was of a diſſolute * o mind, he 
ſoon diſappointed their vey Hp and, after ſpending — 
time at the Univerſity of Dublin, he N more and more li- 
centions- and abandoned in his en 
aſter this in various ſcenes of buſineſs ar pleaſure, till about 


May, 1772, 1 iflipated his All in London, in the worſt 


of company, and being ſupplied by a friend with a ſmall. 


ſum of money, he determined to retire to ſome obſcure _ 
corner of the Iſland; Providence directed him in his wan= 
| dexings to North Ferriby. Being delighted. with the ſituation 
of the place, he lodged at a public houſe, and continued there 
about a year unknown to every one. He cauſed'in the neigh- | 
bourhood various 5 was generally ſuppoſed, as ; 

e, to be a perſon hiding himſelf from his Fs ROT 


was really the ca 
creditors, ' His moral conduct, however, appeared not at all 
teformed; he frequented every faſhionable vanity, as far as be” 
was able. He was, indeed, abftemious in the uſe of liquors z 
but this he has ſince owned was the effect of neceffity on ac- 
count of his health. In ſenſuality and uncleanneſs, he was fo 
notorious, that few who. had any regard for their characters 
could dare to aſſociate with him. His converſation was parti- 


eularly corrupt, and even ſhocking to ſome of thoſe who were 
' by no means remarkable for their purity of ſentiment. = 


this time indeed he was pretty conſtant at church; but receive 

ho ſerious impreſſions, till about the end of the winter he hap- 
pened to aſk his landlord, what advantage the miniſter received 
for his attendance at the church to . on the weekday 


once 8 ad TS. Are te ING was without 'any _ 


t e e 


8 „ This eee 19 oat, 1 eee 
own narrative. His friends in Yorkſhire, who knew him only by the name 
of Crant, will wonder that 1 call him Howard. The account already given 
of his circumſtances ill enable them to ſee, that the change of his name was 
entirely prudential, Deliberate villainy never made any part of his character; 
extreme thoughtlefineſs in all his days of vanity certainly did. IT am confi- 


dent he would gladiy have paid his creditors eyery farthing after. his couver- 7 
flon. But, alas! he had no means: To a candid mind'I need Jay no more. 
+ May I be permitted to remark here how extremely improper the conduct 
of many parents is, in deſtining their children to the church, without the leaſt . 


regard to any thing but lucrative or prudential motives ? How can the candi- 


Wan conſcious of any influences of the ſpirit of God at all ?' 
2 * bs * OS <4 55 Church ret PO 


He was — Fl 1 1 | : 


date for Holy Orders ſay, that he truſts he is inwardly. reds the Holy Ghoft,& 9 
o tale upon him this office, whoſe motives are merely worldly, _" who has . 
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| 1 1 in e Galerie manber, 4 1 
A cannot proceed from the man's own fancy, nor would ide 
r *, devil inſtigate him to ſuch practices, it muſt be the work af 
| e god ſpirit... I have hitherto been uſed. to deſpiſe kim as Wl 
czy, dut I will attend and endeavour 15 underſtand him, 
Site next time.“ He did attend accordingiy, but his thoughts Wl 
Vers diverted and no effeRt enſued; The next Sabbath how- 
= ever was the time, when it pleaſed God to ſend the arrows of 
> cos. into his ſoul. "The fub x ages the diſcourſe was the 
=} 6 1 ene Ne de to be realized before kim. In che diftreſs 
which was now brought upon him, he could not conceal from = 
t others his emations, and-that. night he was unable to. ſleep 
—_ through fear. F ar ſix weeks after N prayed, read, 
j -- and was all alive far eternity. 'The country all around 
_ ay a at the outward change, which had pailed upon 
him. gave up all bis former grols practices, could no 
= n y. and affected ſolitude and retirement, 

. 9 5 the end of of fe —_ he made his caſe known to me 
SHER in the preſence of ſeveral others. The echotians of his foul 
Ew 22 1 all eng | His words gave very 
Wong ideas, but d wget uch fire cold 
3 Fete of himſelf for fin — very remarkable. Won ; 
dase deſctibed the particular fins of which he had been . 
bat I thought it proper to prevent. him. 1 never in 
any one more vehement longings for the grace 10 
Vat, as he exprefſed himſelf. He declared, neither 

bloß of money, nor of character, nor of any e affect 
hi in the leaſt. He ſaid he ſaw from the Scriptures, that 
de who believeth in Jefus, hath everlaſting life: 8 
55 thought be muſt repent firſt, and get his heart ſoftened ; that 
=  natwithſtanding he bad laboured for foftneſs of heart, / 
wis more flinty than any one's; that he had been fo vile, he 5 
feared God would not hear him; that he had formerly, in 4 
ous ilineſs, nike » flrong refolution h to. bo good; but 
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 bfxined that, all his outward'reformation would 2 5 
To love God e-. was what he aimed a 278 
was at; a loſs how to obtain it. Theſe and many a = 
ing things he uttered with many. tears, and with a pathos beyon« 

1 could not baut remark in him, as in all who 


till-he 


turn 10 Gbdy a very ſtrong propenſity to ſelf-worthineſs, Fett 9 
Jeavoured to fix his thoughts on the free love of God in Chriſtt 
to fingers;-and it was with difficulty 1 could engage his atten- 3 
tion 60 this, ſo much was he taken up with ** — - 


ee _— ar wg in-. ordex, to 


4 yi abe God — AS — 4 4 — 2 
8 and in a ſolemn. manner; in the name of God, . 3 
2 to be reconciled eto God, ſince it appeared to me 
chat both God and he Were deſirous of being reconciledito ©» 
each other; God kram his dm book; and he from his words "= 
and behaviour: He left me for a little time to pauſe in read- | 
ing the chapter twier over by himſelf, - e 
amazed. were we to ſind the ſudden alteration... He ſaid he. 
ew attained that particular ſoftneſs * * heart, and ve to 
3X Bi; 2 enge 727 e 25 1 0 4 5 3 Þ 97 "v7! +5 7 God, | 


0 "OR Fe A EXECS Niet i pratlical religion, NY; far Fleiß i nderfiood few . 
by many godly perfons than it deferves. It is'evident Mr. Howard had already 
© been regenerated, ſoftened, humbled, n teria the neu heart 
may be enpreſſed: But as be, was deſtitute of divine conſola ay and as ever 
Le moſt holy do ever ſee more reaſon to be "aſhamed that they babe attain 
{6 Hrtle; 79 to be pleaſed that they have artainedt fo much, it waz n wonder” = 
that He complained how bard his heart was. Indeed the very beginning ofa — — 
< heart of det, and of the al of the 4 ſlony heart,” ,” (1 aſs hacks | | 
: as) will naturally evidence itſelf in ſuch complaints. The man de 
© 1654 God, but how can he know that he does ? The ſetfe of guilt, and th 
irritating condemnation of the law, R. vii 5. will fender him extremely: . 
ſuſceptible of temptations to blaſphemy, deſpair, and enmity againſt G 
even while he condemns himſelf, hates all fin, and approves of the holy law 


of God... The new. nature. is gc ren dre cannot mg tg 4 — 5 
manner its uine powers, conſcien pacified, rhe fear „„ 

damnation * e "This is brought about . by the Gofpel. Let 5 23 
min underfland, that God freely forgives fin, and that he has only to waſh . 3 


the blood o Feb, and be clean, to fear mots. en to believe, and the more 
nal-of. bis hardneſs of kcart will take place, together with he) © | 
n of his in fear; The impriſbned new ustüre will expand her- / 
5 liberal effuſions of love; the man will be ſenfible both that God +-þ 
and that he loves.God, and a degtee of ingenuous | 
known. will be felt, Ezzxizz xvi. 63... This was the 
Mt. Howard's being enabled in fimplicity to believe the 
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A ae WEN” Ko] i _ — 

ee which kad een ee em, He was ure wat the Holy Ghoſt | 
=: 1 revealed the redeeming lors of *Chrift to his ul; Tat he 

is 'now h yevery lint; that he Hach been on a wrong feenty | 

13 6" neter Pave. the way eilt n.. Tune fear ef Wrarh Bet 

. 1 ww! quite Se loved God more tha he could expfeſt. 

} B \ Gays be, Ve vile dog indeed; K 1 do not row love God: 

Ea as it Goc and 1 Were perfectly rec l. 

_ - "Daring ches debe, /the ſtory 


9 of the woman in Abe e | 
 * chapter of Bt, Duke, who had” been forgiven much, being 


A» . '  ' Mentioned, Ne was in fuch a joyful - rapture, as xcevty the 
x; power of langusge de geſeride. All the graees of ine hew) mun, 
= | by turns, ſhewe cnemſelves in his difecurſe and behavicurf. 


| niver had fo ftrong un iden from any Human defcripriofiiof a 
feet filial fear of -offenging” + reconciled Father; 25 from kit Y 
AM - ebntuRt" on this oeealion;” "His" knbwled#e of new 
* 5 Anmared me. Not a hint could be ſtartec but he underſtobd 
an improved'he thought before ont had time to explain ty 
RR. thoſe  obſervarions, which are uſually made by 
=. found Divigies on vital religion, he now One? with” 1 
. n neat bh 
1 All this was the more wonderful? is e ebele nbt bs Cups 
1 pee be much acquainte 4 Wien apr ge books, "and know 


little of the Bible: | den 
te ſpent the evening 6f this fame day in peri ing the Felt. 
tile to the Romans. The 895 mark al bein g. Sunday, he came 
to me, and told me ho he Had ed all Ike night t with; Jay! 
He expatiated with much elne . ſtrength ont doctrine 
of the Epiſtle, an told me how he kad re eQed n the ns 


on the ſovereign: majeſty of God, and in the view of it hel 1 
the ſin of ſelf-righreouſneſs | in the moſt n light. * 
Ie has" flow for ſeveral weeks pat continued an the Yah ; 


4 _ frame of: love dae ; 5 will not willingly talk of any fab 


_ | He ie alwa sexhorting. others, and 
85 „ 1 N 1 in . 211 415 . Th e Sith Gy Gi). tis, e e 
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12289 in z elke A toi cane tht dere is guet bh 1 ay 

. ch. It Touts Wi w; duty of miniſters to teach 
3 pe rt of _ 0 the bleffings « the go pet by faith without delay. 

A . want es NOW ledge keeps many previous. ſouls'in bondage. 
3 | er. of Antinomiani N is $reat on the other Hand; but it i 
better withſtogd 1 int the n way. of h ſecond ea ths; of St. IAI than'b 

„„ A 

5 it will be proper 10 Add berg thar 1 told N this tirkis, that he hat 
 refleing what could be the reaſon why Ges could not pardon. fin with- 
outs che ſufferings of his Son, and that it.ocgufred'to Hirn, that, the bolineſe 6 
tis Nature required fatisfaRion to be made to juſtice. How well do men co 
| . — CONE” Fa noe wn e, 
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declared he wiſhe$ much, if it were God's Will, to de in that 
corpſeꝰs place, that he might ſee his Jeſus 3 . but,” fays vx 5) 
„Ge has taken my will from me. I pray him never 'to 


He nar all, the glory where it is due, and is conſcious a" 
neither himſelf, nor men, nor * but God bimfalf hath 
wrought the work on his faul. He writes letters to bis former 
companions in wiekedneſs. In ſhort, dae e 94g * 
devgted 10 God and to hi Redeemer. . Hes 


was tempted to diſbelieve the Scriptures, by an injeftion of an 
imagined contradiction in the different accounts of the two 


is remarkable. He felt hirnſelf perfoAly helpleſs. He ſave 


JJ ͤ DESC ER es ee Ed 
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ritual life. 


neſs, till the rich exotic was havens nar Ons this unfriend 


The reader may remember he hag the fame renfaticn of helpleſſneſs, wh "a. 
2 was finſt viſited with the conſolatibn of divine forgiveneſs, according to h 


DV. account, LY Jie, as clay in the Potter's hand, in paſſive fuhmiſhon to the 


s the trus poſture of a chriſtian. is way God viſits his r at fi 
nd in this way be relieves them in 40 future temptations, and for want 
his our F rials are often ued much longer than 1 PF mae. 
remember he told me of a ſcene not unlike this w 9 

firſt began to read the Old Teſtament, he expetted a feaſt Treg 415 
ion, inſtead of which he found dark, b 


pfeſt his mind. He recolleQed he had not firfh prayed to God for the 
is ſpixit. He aſked forgiveneſs, . RT. the 8 tnd atermards real 


de "__ ions 9 


| —_ PL 9 3 1 He has 3 private. 1 
je prong no lunger able to bear the neceſſaty difjurbance ofa” = 
WW public houſe.” On occaſion of ſeeing a corpſe in a grave, he 8 15 


F< me have it again; for in that caſe I ſhould go on a before.” 0 


He had all along been full of. joy, * * 55 ladder ks / Z 


Thieves who were-crucified with our Lord, The divine wif: 
dom, by which he was enabled to overcome this temptation, 5 


that faith, and every good gift beſides, is the gift of God. He 4 


went to bed in heavineſs, but committed the matter to God in 
prayer, and endeavoured to take no notice of the ſuggeſtion. in 
the morning it was gone, and he recovered his 3 . 
On the whole: If a man attempted to deſeribe in the ftrongeft 
light a picture of 2 real converſion, I ſee not how he could ene 
ceed this real, living inſtance of that marvellous power of the 


Lord, by which he raiſes the dead foul, and reſtores i ie , 


The ere 1 will 8 erm chit turn of fore of the 
paragraphs towards the end, that this was written when I was 
lunder freſh imprefGons from the contemplation of the caſs 
that has been exhibited. | He has now. ſeen the firſt bloom , 
16s. fog of the Lord's planting. He ſhall next, if he pleaſes, HW 
er at his leiſure its after- growth and variety of fouitful- 


=: 
foil to its natjye heaven, F . CHAPTER 7 


Divine will, and in quiet de a e bx. not in floth, hut in =] of 


eee and gloomy . es, 
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rn HOWARD's refidence: i 

. | "4s 8 | . r n n, 
= "0 ſion,” though not conſtant,” yet gave us large and fre- 
1 quent opportunities of diſcovering his ſpirit and temper. Thoſe 
wo rejoicedatthe change, and thofe who were difpleaſed, (for 

* þ A 8 f ' r N 1 W ? 3 a N 7 32 / | ILY | nz 5 | 2 * * . 
=. tere were thoſe who were diſpleaſed) had each an opportunity 
Hk *obſerving, whether it was ſome tramſient whim which had 
ſeized his imagination, or à ſolid abiding alteration, which 


| made him quite another man. 8 D ED * n 978 _ 
II have ſeldom ſeen a more affecting proof of human depraz 
* ; . 4 : | ; 2 ae. IS - 3 . 4 
vity, than in the language of ſome at the time of his conver- 
ion, that it was only a ſudden fit of religion, he would ſoon 
. -  _veturn to his old practices, Their malignant wiſhes (for thar 
„ by OG 1 | >» n ) ; 8. i 8 = 9 
_ . Waſh en ather to that thought ) were, however, diſappointed. 
le lived for years a ſhining exemplar of eyery chriſtian virtue; _ 
And had time to give us the moſt 'convincing probfs of the ſo- 
lidity'of his converſion. I am aware of that rant and hyper- 
bole, which are the ufual rocks of Nanegyriſts. I hope to avoid 
tttem in this narrative, and to ſay, not what a warm imagina- 
tion, or the effuſions of friendſhip may dictate, but what 'the 
ſevere laws of hiſtorical truth require. After all the abate- 


ments which the moſt ſuſpicious critie may make to my ſup- 
poſed partiality, it muſt be allowed by every one Who knew 
dim, that his religious joy was extraordinary; that his fear of 
Sold was very exemplary; that his faith, böth for things ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, was of the moſt lively nature; that his 
charity was uncommonly fervent and ſteady; that the chaſtity 
and purity of his manners were ſtrikingly evident; and that, 
in genuine humility of ſoul, he was an edifying pattern to the 
er e.. nt tas, £249 > 
Vet was this fine gold not without ſome alloy, My deſign 
Ray | * bg 3 | h | — 
is to repteſent That with as much faithfulneſs; and veracity, 
as his chriſtian excellencies. "The genuineneſs of the grace of 
God will not appear the leſs to thoſe who know what man is, 
even in his belt eſtate; and 1 have been too much giſguſted 
with the well- meant, but extremely injudicious, narratives of 
too many holy men, in which you might fancy you were read- 
ing the accounts of angelic rather than human virtue, to be 
| Under much temptation of imitating the example. How diffe- 
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truth is ſeen throughout, ane in _ ys ane not Wd 
terin kit les to man. r 
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- Veral» heads that have been mentioned, advertiſing the reader, 


that in this chapter he will ſee only his beauties. The ſhades 
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192 — Ded, 1 Fa” 1 . W to 1 0 1 
|  diſtiny i in their failings as in their graces: And the God of . 


el this character are deferred to the next, for che ſake of order - 


and clearneſs. Good and evil are mixed indeed in the ſame 
bject. The. chriſtian is fe as well WER ; but N are 


6 capable of a diſſinct confideration.. - AT | 


I. Phat his religious joy eee great, will not y 100 
appear ſurpriſing to thoſe who know the chriſtian e o 


hae attended to the ſuddenneſs of his change. 'T 


e is no 
one thing that deſerves ſeveter examination, when propoſed as 


2 teſt of holy ſincerity, than joy, becauſe it may be conceived 


to ſpring from ſo many delu we cauſes, as well as from a 


nuine work of grace. It muſt, however, be allowed, Ws 5 1 
paſs at once from a ſtate of extreme anxiety, in matters of ſuem | 


infinite importance, to a condition of peace and liberty, as he did, 


98 2 ſcarce fail to be attended with the moſt joyfpl ſenſations 191 0 


which the human mind is capable. It was in fact greater in 


bim by far than Lever remember to have read or heard in any 
wy pe: wg but in Col. Gardiner. If the reader is acquainted wil 
hat Dr. Doddridge has told us of his hero in that reſpect, 


he will excuſe 1 long on this article. In engen 


and purity, in fervour and continuance, their joy was much of 


the ſame kind; and I can conceive two reaſons, one of a na- 
tural, the other of a f piritual kind, which might combine their 

. influence i in raiſing their joys to 4 pitch unknown, in appear- - ' 

ance at leaſt, to moſt of true chriſtians. They were both of - 


very warm ſanguine complexions, which would give every ad- 


vantage to the diſplay of their happy ſenſations; and as both - 
bad idolized the creature before their converſion in the moſt 


abandoned ſenſuality of practice, the God of all grace mi 


love ta ſhey them that incffable ſweetneſs in the Creator, Which 


=q they had-prepoſterouſly ſought for-in the creature, to keep them ; 1 
woe Kang dependent on himſelf ſor ttus bliſs, and to prerent 


5 their, returning to folly. 
r. Howard for a . of | 
his life, lived in a ſtate of jo 


of n bliſs. He could ſcarce dreſs himſelf in a morning 
ow ION _ * eager was * to TIO out his ſoul in 


wie 5 
4 — 


# * * Fs - 
4 « * . Ti 
1 k , \ 
* . ol * ; 5 ö J \ 
. * ; 3 * 7 . 


ids ill ah FR 293 
ful communion wich his GG l. 
Not a day paſſed, as be cold me, without ſome exquitite taſtes 44 
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3 was the ſpirit of N with which it was a 
Wonder, gratitude, and love, were the conſtant effuſions 2 
| his ſoul, whenever he ſpake af the Moſt High. His laue 
was a continued ſeries of bleſſing and 


Sie 33 Ai ae W 


5 whole ſou} was exerted. jn it. His aſſurance of Divine favour 4 
| continued unclouded and vigorous, long after the firſt impre 


And in his providence; appeared to bethe-reſult of a new- dale 
and ſpirit ; and he ſo naturally end freely indulged it in every 


. of mind, as occaſions: and circumſtances offered, I remem- - 
Hurry of buſineſs, and multitudes of people employed in it. He 


which he was conſtantly. influenced, and of that joy in God, 
8 . was eyer breaking out in teverential admiration of the 


; v3 of the world reproved þ this account as the cauſe of pre- 


SO, ſeek at the throne of grace for ſome of thoſe cheering maniſeſ- 


| 1 mitive Chriſtians converted under St. Peter's firſt ſermon at Je- 

_ Tuſalem, it is ſaid, fear. came — ſeul. “ This, I ap- 

\ , prebend, was a very 
| Which is deſcribed. by their being pricked at the heart,” and 


_ ever diſtreſs might attend this ſenſation, it was * 5 


n * Acrs n 45 


lic worſhip was, I am well affured,-little leſs than rapture; his 


hons of novelty were gone off. His love of God, in his word 


company and converſation, that any one might ſow his. heart 
wat always above, .while bis — below. I TR 
That which particularly.demonRrated the folidity of this joy 


praiſe, and that not in a 
formal manger, but with a ſpontaneous — and liberal dignity 


ber once walking wich him in Hull, when be obſerved the 


brake out into this erbeten, O what a family has our GO 
daily to provide for} Fhis is one- inſtance of that ſpirit, by 


Doing perfections. There is no occaſion for any fincere ſouls 
iſtreſſed, becauſe they are not favoured xg his heights. - 
| 2 J9Y 3 eſpecially becauſe. the felf-righteous temptations. of 
many chriſtians require from their gracious God a treatment 

a very different nature; at the ſame time, if any feel their 


venting their religious joy, 1 ſhall think their reading of this 
article well repaid; ir if they be ſtirred up in future to 


tations of the HoLYy One of, Iſrael, which n Van "i 
How's ſoul with ſuch glorious conceptions, : 
II. His godly fear was no lefs evident than his j joy in the Lord, 
is remarkable, that in the accounts which we have of the pri- 


{ compunes 
tion. and remorſe with 3 3 . ah fried at a +> and * 8 


in to the Apoſtles, man and brethren, what ſpall we def W 


wad ae by the jop of faith and the comfrr of W 14 
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in Nei foils! a | Giial.- 1 Fey which "Oe 
— was conſiſtent with the ſinceteſt love, and preſerved 
them in a ſtate of ſon- like obedience. It is femarkable, that 
 thefalſe joys of deludei profeſſors are known fo to be, Parten 
ty from their want of this excellent principle. A forward, 
eros, intemperate aſſurance, mixed with a contemptuoms 
_ ethiforiduſneſs, and much irreverence in W proceedings, 
| as well as ſcandalous negligence in their civil deportment; has 
too often marked the character of W 0 WhO have ſpoken great 
ſwelling -wirds of vunity, While they ſeemed: to be poſſeſſed of 
the fame joyful communion with God; which has | been de- 
Etribed in the caſe of Mr. Howard. No one who is poſſeſſed 
of a true ſpirit of candour, will think the worſe of a genuine 
work of grace, becauſe ſuch countetfeits exiſt; ſince the whole 
eg ef the courſe of nature demonſtrates ſuch caſes ta be 
_ xonimon. in the world; nor indeed can the exiſtence of en | 2M 
religions deluſions be well accounted | for, but on . y 


on of the exiſtence of genuine experience. —_ 
As this ingrediient of godly fear will be allowed: to be a v Re. 
China \charaQenitic, it is wich pleaſure 1 can afler, 


0 that it formed a very conſpicuous part of Mr. Howard's charac. 
| th - Amidſt the overflowings of his 3 


joy, he retained a conſtant We , 


r of fin, and particularly of that fin to which his pleaſing ſitu- 


ation moſt expoſed him to, 1 mean ſpiritual-preſumption. lis 
| ' conſtant remembrance of what he had been, and ſtill might be, - 2:26 
_ i{deft10 himſelf, had an evident tendency to preſerve all his af- 2 
fections im their due equilibrium, and to temper his joy for the 1 
 viſtinguiſhed-favours Which he had received; Nothing need be 
8 this e but * illuſtrate this temper by ſome of „ 
Bis letters EI 
hat firſt g a att eee Apt . e 
: a2, 1974.— . ben Larrived bere, I dreaded above all chings 
Te leſt my old acquaintance thould find me out, fearing; = 
Fo weakneſs and indwelling corruptions, leſt they ſhould: be able 
es tolſeduce me by their abominable It pleaſed God 
t. at laſt; that I ſhould be no longer hid, and one who had been 
my particular acquaintance, when in a ſtate of nature, mad 
te neſe, and folly, came and hurried me with him to his _ : 
ih 'Spring-Gardens.: I was quickly environed by «ar $6 | 0 
* companions z' - wh though I was at fuſt much alarm „ 
Lord and my God ſoon gave me to truſt with Freire e „ 
- This ar TEEN! cometh 5 e N 9 8 . bid for MY | 
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Hieͤe obſerves in another ſetters dated: 20th Ofobery, £7955 
How ſure 


"A =. I as: lie mers hy my I 9 foot- 


40 * 
1 dangerdus ſtatez and the great ſalvation which the aden 


* ike *. a eee ne 66 1 


God has, in his wiſdom, love, and mercy, prepared 1 


. that'coms to him by bur bleſſed Lord, Jesus. They are Klisd 


e with wonder at the amazing change which God has brought 
. about in vile ne; and Who can e it may pleaſe God that 
by me (though a weak inſtrument) he may be pleaſed o 
<6. bring happineſs to ſome of them? For ſurel be „moves ina 
<<: myſterious way his wonders to perform. cannot conclude = 
<< without telling you, how greatly my ind welling- ſins perplex 
me, and often throw me into great feurs; but bleſſed be in 
God and: Saviour, Who has hitherto carried me . 5 
8 © and] truſt he will finiſh the good work he has begun in mer 
In another letter, dated September 10, 1774, he ſays, 1 
. *© have before me your very affectionate letter, which has my 
& cloſeſt attention, an inſtructive leſſon, under God, to keep 
_ «© me low and humble. How: much do I need to keep conſtant- 
4 ]y at the foot of my dear Redeemer's croſs. In this letter 
he acquaints ine with his having been very buſy in writing the 
account of his life and converſion, and which be commuty/ts | 
"my: peruſal and amendment. ttt. GAR, 


® I. find every day brings its eroſs in ſome 


«js our Saviour's promiſe; that his yoke is eacy⸗ and his 


e dbutthen ligtit.” Bleſſed be his holy name! He mafrs at ſo to : 


9 his p poor weak helpleſs ſervant My dear friend, thin on your 
"x . en at the throne of grace, that . Lon: may humble my re- 


40 bellious heart, and enable me to live to the honour of his great 


, name, in every good word and work; that I may put no 


cc confidence in an arm of fleſh, but - may ae all "pings 


"ny God and: Saviour“. 5 . ins N 2272 1 


To finiſh this head: How f hen from being e | 


wich his ſpiritual attainments, and particularly from ber wee 
. fo much more favoured than others of the Lord's: pe 


le, be ſhews in a letter, dated agth June, 1776, Ans, 3 
ſpeaking of his A who had been through his means 


K* be to a ſaving knowledge of God, he ſays, * ſhe was fot 


Y "M he moſt: part under clouds: of nee but no and then 
<< rayvof* ie light brake in upon her ſoul, Which Lam ſen- 


e ſible is the caſe with many of God's people. But Ohat 8 
e reaſon have I to praiſe the Lord my God, chat not a day has 


paſſed, fince I received the ſpirit of adoption, without the . 
e ſenſible feelings of his love ſhining into my raviſhed ſoul. 
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. Ang not his own Son, 'but delivered him 
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which 5 in his 8 even amid all the 


the | moſt extraordinary communion” with God, and 
| which every well- mmer A roma cannot fail t reap ſons 


of holy fe 


© UL: This firength and fim plicity be bis faith in God de- 
ſerres alſo a diſtinct confideration. How this divine principle, 
co root-and the inſtrument” of all that deſerves the name | 
virtue," operated” im the production of his peace and joy, has 
| been amply diſcloſe@ already. I would now conſider it a8 4 
Aieal principle, are itſelf over the whole of the Chri- 
ian condust, and diſpoſing him to exereiſe an unreſerved conſi- 


| Sence i, Ges, even 2 trying cireutnſtances. It is cer- 


tain; that the true ſecret of an happy life is, to make every thi I 
we meet with an exerciſe of our depetalenice on the Son o& G 


== faith alone the Chriſtian is firſt made happy in the con- 


eſs of divine peace and: favour, ſo 7 — the ſame principle, 
extended, he receives every good thing. While 
chers e their own e er ,"contrivanices, and 
e for happineſs, he only truſts the Lord for every thing, 
and, as he truſts, he finds the event to be. And to preſerve 
this lowly, ſelf-denying frame of faith, is of infinitely more 
conſequence than to grow in doctrinal accuracy of knowled 


though this, where its ends are holy, deferves to be cultivated; 


for a man may contend earneſtly for the faith as 'a ſyſtem of 
<doarine, who is an entire ſtranger to the exerciſe'of it in the 
Heart. Did we —— cloſely examine ourſelves from time to 
= Do I re * the Lord in this or that particular? Amn 

continually out of myſelf, to receive out of his ful- 
R we Boald Feet more powerfully the importance of this 
diſtinction 3 and faith in God, the fingular, but much-de- 
ſpiſed principle of a Chriſtian, ' being wrought into our whole 
a; would keep us under continual impreflions of the di- 
vine perfections; would endear Chrift to us perpetually as a 
bunter z would mortif all that felf-ſufficient and ſelf-righte- 
- ous pride, which is ſo Sontraty to its nature, and \ be 
| accompanied with the fiheereſt integrity of manners, and the 
_ moſt genuine exemption from the ſpirit of the world. 
> 2 1 have abundant evidence for faying, was the life or 
Mr. Howard. He knew well the force of that 5 N50 5. e 
up for us 

be not with Bim alſo freely give us all thing * 

13 W W e _—_ 
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N 2 toding care; but aftet his heart had found peace in Chg, he 


| ainted with God, ia a child-like; gaiety, and ſimple c 
5 . He felt God was with him, his: erg friend ro 
aſting portion. He could truſt him in every exigen 
| he was never diſappoitited. His little pittance of 13 — 4 
Port r was providentially continued to his death; and Ko ex. 


Once ſeeing 4 e 8 andes . could 91 att, 


| 1 of Vietuals; 2 continual thirſt, inſomuch that my life _ 


e bleſſed'be the Gad ef my ſalvation, he refreſhed me at times 
with the conſolations of his holy ſpirit; and fure I am chat 


1 TH ae Wc T's bs Wes 705 e . the 1 95 * IP n 


„ "ts 


his hearts and pms Fon Ns Git e a deep 19 


Sad enabled cheerfully to leave all his affairs in the hands of A4 
rer Father, and he paſſed through ſuch ſcenes: of diſtreſs | 


perplexity, as would have ſaddened any heart that was Un. 


rience afforded, even in temporal things, the truth of that 
"Te riptural. eren 0 "Al tou bait e = be it done _ 
- thee,” 1 5 r 3-3 qo? 


with lively ſenſations of gratitude, on the bleſſed change which 
| had taken plate in the'courſe of his own affections. fle had 
been uſed to place happineſs in ſcenes of «worldly grandeur s = 
de found it now within; and exulted in the proſpect of eternai 
bliſs, which was ever before him. I never ſaw any man more - 
Sompletely dead to the world, and more evidently demon- 
\ _ "_ to alf mankind that bis alfetions 1 were mpg on * 
. i 
4 He ſuffered. bh 1 0 bodily: health 5 in ae latthr 85 * 
his life, Which gave him an opportunity of exerciſing the 
— ſrengthy of his faith in God; and perhaps its ſincetity in ena- 
bling him to endure afflictions, can ſearee be bettet deſeribed 
= = the: law ing ek bog f 1 1 ae the, --3 
4 4 5 re angui have gone through 
66 ſince my en. E wary loſs of reve — = 


e deſpaired of for between three ani four months: But God, 
« who is rich in merey, has in à great meaſure removed my A 
8. afflictions, and ſpared me a little longer; to liſp out his 
* praiſes; and enable me again to rejoice in his holy name, a 4 
. was often, during my afflictions, caſt down in my ſoul; but 


ES: he will never leave/nor forſake me. Ry beloved Sir; I. — 
<« myſelf a learner in the Lord's ways, abi when my faith is 
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e 1 enen aun * 5 re 935 1 
A 6, to his everlaſting kingdom.” r © "or 
x AV. Obarity is the ctouming 4 f a. Ghriflig Let i it 1 4 


be miſtaken for humanity.or- alms-givings, yo of which may 

= exiſt; in a great degree, without one grain of it. ä 
; | conſidered, as ſynenimous with Worin ile, 
=_ in the hearts. 0; 1 dy theſpirit of God „and W men. 9 8 ": 
— fir object, and from bim, and for his fake; 1 
deſcends in its 5 to his church, 206 tall his creatures 
In chis Mr. Howard ſeems 0 have had f. EN equals... His. aftec-- | 0 


tions were ever an the Wing towards his God, .cqually agen 2 

And ſteady, and left him little rie conyerſe an-any 

| ſubjects: — thoſe which were 175 ee, Lo 
have never ſeen any thing that Lknow 0 {o'remarkable. LOS \ 
could not do him the leaſt. ſervice, puppy. mind was warmed - 


with the moſt thankful ſenſations. Asche looked on me as 4 . 
inſtrument through whom it pleaſed: God tq turn him . Be 

_ darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan. to, Jod, bis 
| affeQionito tne was unbounded; and I hope, while I lives. mo 9 


reap the benefit of thoſe prayers, which, in the benevolent effu- 3 7 
ions af his ſouls be gonflantly: poured out for meat the ons Wo 
of grace, | He had not indeed much opportunity; to demonz 


- firate the greatneſs of his charity by his actions. His increaſing | 
badi i cities, and his low e Act 

count for this ; and yet his whole deportment and.converſation. ng 

ba %Þ full of love, and in a way ſo evidenthy genuine ank 
conſiſtent, as ta leave n doubt on the mind. how ſtrong and 

pure the heavenly flame burnt within. He even panted for 


the converſion of Unners. amour dwelling on the pains he : 
took in his way, and. ne many proofs. of his ſuperior charity, i 
which are more eaſily — ds by pf who. 7 3 and heard s 


MH them, than deſeribed yo others, 1ſhall, mention what now es . 
| befare: me, his care for. ae boſt intereſts, of Pl. Re 
relations. r „ e eee $ 2k i an 41 * 

1 In a letter, dated, Dublins. April 120 4778, he. i | 1 * 1 
c very welcome letter Lcommunicated to my few. — 8 hers, „ 
e and laboured to l their minds the g ths. „ 
contained, nor am I without 1 but t at. it, E bee. 
 $.duRtive of much good. One of my friends fold. me. that. ther 
_ was one part of it w which much affected Mime damen bn 


& an unconverted foul would find no pleaſure, even if he 60 ; 
«ſteal into heaven. If it was indeed true, that we ſhould love + 
4 in the next world the ſame things which ve did here, * 4 17 

0 ed Os he 1 Was: 8 nor flary Lis his everlaſt- : 
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[i 1 ans ve tne him 8 


é and ſeek this great change.. 47 41200 eee 


_ theſe who had known only his days of wickedneſs and: Vanity, 


44 deliver or ſend you the account I have carefully and truly put 
. together, you will be the beſt judge how to proceed ias 1 ſhall” 
60 2 it holy to you, I am very apprehenſtwe, as I had 
. ſuch a lar 


_ < ſome curioſi ity to read my life und cenverſion. And as I had 


= large dealings and acquaintance with Papiſts. many of 
eben e e but not according to knowledge, 1 
ape kept clear from giving them any offence, but have 


“& ſtuck cloſely to the neceſſity of regeneration. 80 
men, that” he migbt by all means ſave ſome.” - Foy his 
| ſucceſs through the channel of this publication! 1 ſhall think 
che contempt” of err wo e ee, oy the -converſion 


OE is Eee 30 
+ have ſeldom” Sow more beautiful Jane af: the depth: of 

' which 1 have ſelected from his papers. They relate to his 
public notice; it is the ſpirit of bumble chatity in Mr. HOo-wCrd 

| eccaſioned by them Which alone calls for our attention Ha- 
ving mentioned ſome. favours which he had received from bim, 
8 therly kindneſs ouglit to haue endeared/him'to-me;/ inftead 

7 When s my warmthiabated, I often wiſhed: to be reconciled ; 

_ «notwithſtanding, I found à ſecret envy lurking within me, 
*©which I was not able to get over while I was in my natural 
44 che emvenomed ſting of envy and eternal death out of 


been me and my neighbour, and enabled me to be h 
e reconciled to my dear brother, and 1 mankind,” Wit 


_ [His benevolent ſpirit was ne thar-ihe wot. 
_ ders; which God lid: done ber die Wal, might be known to 


Hence, in a letter; dated September 19, 174, he chus ex- 
preſſes himſelf: After it ſhall pleaſe God that I can eicher 


- acquaititance in Ireland, chat they will have 


had he learnt St. Paul's maxim, to ( bebeme all —— 
prudent and tender concern for ſouls be bleſſed with forme 


humble love chan thoſe which appear in the foll ert 


conduct toward à brother of his, both before his converſion 
and after; The tranſactions between them deſerve not the 


he makes this reflection on his own baſeneſs;: ++ Such 


ee 


of this, my vile heart was filled with envy againſt him, for 
* ftanding between me and our deceaſed brother's fortune. 


44 ſtate: But glory be to Jeſus my Redeemer, Who has pulled 


_ << wretched foul, nailing it to his croſs; und taken away“ 
 «eqmity chat exiſted between me and my God, as well 48 


| Sidee won tn bla him nw thily. May the Lord 


in rey eel 
be — 


2 — me 
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2 5 ke 7 5 | 1 
v4 be eure ande belt in dhe lol, £28 . | 1 
74 | teys forgiveneſs uf — . en e * true a. „ N | 
nerate ſtares Wherßer ke did gx ow fo rgive bis brachar—he 5 
probably: haue anſwered in xh affrmatiye,. The light, der- 
ever, with which he was afterwards favoured, convinced 
af the contrary, It is $0 be ſeared eee ſay they 
forgive and love their enemies, do je it oy ihe deceive them 
1 ene real forgiveneſs of inju- 
ries; ſeems one of the pec "OO vital religion, Its 
certainly much eaſier to ſhew. love to.;athouſand. friends than o 
to; one chemy; and thoſe.,profeſiors of godlineſs, who feel 
themſelves — 12 to reliſh the track of thought to which 
1 here lead them, are deſired to lend a ſerious; ear td 
him whom they profeſs. to receive as their Saviour, and w 3 
ba his. wards is landen ene Neve 0 Oy. Dn 


vi. 22 Ch Yor rn art 
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Vi But his change-ap 


 doubtles- been che — of - IS . ew 7 fem: 10 
have been his equals in impurity both of ky and: deed, And "a 
If: this his maſter· vice appeared ſo ſtrong; in his younger yeart, | — 
bow powerful muſt it have been — the daily and uninter- 1 
_rupted” acreſſions of Kr rength by conſtant gratification, till be 
vas fifty- two — $99 When I firſt Knew him, this vice 
had not apparently received the leaſt diminution. He was 
enen proverbially infamous. for it, and I have it in my power | 
td praduce ſuch proof as decency forbids me to mention. Suf- 
ſiee it to ſay, that perſons no way diſtinguiſhed for the fear f N 
God, hut father of à diſſolute turn of mind, were aſtoniſhed = 1 
it dhe tremendous) abominations of his tongue. But ſes ann 1 
ndore the change which grace made in his þ . 
 grattually, but ſuddenly, and as in an inſtant. T am tolerably  _ 2 
clear. that, from the moment of his extraordinary eonviction, 1 
When the hand of God fell on him in che church of Ferriby, 

- and certainly from the time that he found peace of conſcience © 
in Chriſt ne weeks after, he had no more ſolicitations from 
this quarter, at leaſt hieh had any practical effect on his life 
and converſation. I never ſaw a man more pure, chaſte, „„ 


und decent in his whole deportment. It would have been im- 

pe for any perſon who- had not known him befote, to 

have ſuſpected that he had ever lived otherwiſe than in the Ba. 

. rance * han on 2 1 
* MY | ; 


Fa 


e . 
* 


. of Sf Elly, it was always'in the langua 


FT 2 ſtreams of | finful concupiſcenee, and he found that Rovers: 
neſs of bliſs gt once in the Creator; as St. Auguſtine is fai 


ate only to be eradicated* by reſolutions,” and'a long courſe of 


m mer e e e ind we Bind 
2 ſtubborn fact, and Mr. Howard's caſe is fur from being fin- 
"gular on the other ſide. The principles fo free] 8 


N Lale I all mention, becauſe it is a caſein 
_ Kit inſtructive. "Fknow'a 


rte of converſation ever led him ts Tpeak of his paſt 
of the dee peſt abhot-- 
common: — uninter- 


and ſelfahumilistiom The. 
enjoyment of the ligh! 


t of God's countenance dried 


1 done in the like as which he had * in dun fen 
rr ee 
T ſubdui vice 
It has been too commonly fi in this kin — 
che evangelical principles fell into diſcredit,” that | 


nful habits 


. felf- denial on philof 6pHical motives and principles. It would 
de difficult, however," for the advocates of ſuch doctrines ww 


" any proof of their ſucceſs:” "Certain" it is, chat n 


proportion às theſe tenets have given the 3 our 


a5 enthuſiaſtic by-the polite world, are continually f 
for their truth and excellency by their practical effects. 


perſon who for years Nad lived a 
flave to ſin, particularly the fin of drunkenneſs. Gs often as 
_ he reſolved; ſo often he brake his reſolutions to give up this 
| odious vice. He heard me preach/two'plain diſcourſes on the 


_ Inefficacy of all reſolutions made in our own ſtrength to con 
. Ho ftonante cov od] 


ger fin, He afterwards heard me 
recommending che way of believing on the Son of God for 
the conqueſt of our paſſions, without exerciſing any dep 
dence on 9 at all in the matter. 
Aurea to: reſolving, the latter the 

Oertain it is, 3 rs 
man in gener; ral; 
true holineſs. The reader is deſired to judge 
What are the true ways and methods of overcoming 
is entreated to late his judgn 
tom, and then call himſelf, forſ 


' iis of life 3 without any difficulty, 
ment of his But how cad this conſideration account 
for the ſuddenneſs of: the change, in a perſon too only fiſty- 
two years of age, with a tolerable degree of robuſtneſs of con- 
REO» „* re — 3 2 


a 


pres and 8 


Phe former I ven- 
of believing: 
time been not only aſober 
but has alſo lived in the fear of God and in 
for himſelf ban : 
nent, not by fancy and cuſ- 3 
ooth; a rational chriſtian, but + 
the word of God, and by the atteſtations of experience. 
"T know it will be natural to object, that Mr. Howard's de- 
bring on an abate- 
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4 For thoſe — Alters, which brou ght kim 
the came on bim ſome time after. But ee = 
whole which an objector would draw from this Gon ir +: 
the ficulty till remains to be accounted for. How can 
| neſs of bod oy alter the frame of the ſoul? This man's 

| wind was'putified;\and hence that tongue, which had ever 
| been putting modeſty to the bluſh by the moſt deteſtable allu- 

„Was now ly uttering the praiſes of hid Maker, 

| recommending Whatever is virtuous and praiſesworthy. 
We knorr to what the reformation of decayed rakes in general 
amounts—an abſtinence from what they can no more — 
But their company, converſation, and delight is till where it 
Was. But my friend's former companions know, that he 
hunned and abhorred their ſociety, and could never bear it at 
all, except it was with a view to do them good; and the friends 
he naturally acquired afterwards know that in chriſtian con- 
| verſation he was a capital ornament of chriſtian profeſſion. So 

then as I ſee no other cauſe at all adequate to the produc- 
tion of ſo extraordinary an effect, I ſhall conclude that it was 
the work of the right hand of the Moft High, an inſtance'of 
regeneration in Chriſt Jeſus, which is preached by evan- | 


VI. Humility is the diſtin ſhin mark of a chriſtian. Tie 
bean of this ave been ſo-ſtrikingly exhibited already in the 
er of his converſion, and under ſome other articles, that 
Hale ſeems neceflary to be added here, but that he was con- 
ſtantly recolleQing from what a ow:g/ate the Lord had raiſed 
| him. Some ſhades, however, in his character might be diſ- 
cerned in this rei What effects they had upon his con- 
duct, how he was enabled to diſcoyer them afterwards, and 
what improvement his religious character received towards 
the cloſe, when God was pleaſed to give the fGniſhing hand 

to his workmanſhip, "will be conſidered in die lesen 
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ical miniſters in this land, and which it 1s the glory of 1 
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＋ is certain that al the light bolineſe, 2 6 ſptriruad Ja 
IE which reſts on the church of God in this vale of 
—_ from, and is ſupported er by, its union — 
=: Fer Head the Sun of Righteouſneſs. ing his gl 
_; 9 every member is changed! into the ſame image. His: light and 
| _ "glory are his own eſſentially; if they ſhine'in any degree cor- 
reſpondent to their Archetype, it is by — Nor 
1 he, like the natural ſun, communicate only light; ſome 
portion of his on genial warmth they partake of alſo. [The 
whole church may conceived as confiſting of a number of 
 Iittle ſuns, turning their faces ſteadily towards him, drinking 
min his rays perpetually, Seng and thining after his example. 
In him indeed are no; ; all is uniformly luminous and 
- ______ glearz it is not ſo with hom” ee eee 
een weren ok blemiſhes interſperſed. 
. Having then hitherto conſulted the bedefie of thoſe to 8 
HED 3 godlineſs is unknown, in conſidering the formation and 
an beauty of that little luminary who is the ſubject of theſe me- 
moirs, I ſhall now endeavour, with equal candour and impar- 
_:- E ſpots, for the denei of thoſe who do 
3 ken the Lord. 2 
And here I muſt premiſe, they were certain — thekir 
= * ſuch a nature, as in the leaſt to render doubtful the g 
A 2 and purity of his character: eee bee 
8 uch es ing or 3 as to impede very much his pro 
grace. They were ſuch as were incident to the beſt of oe in 
| " the beſt frames, perhaps, which in this world of infirmity'are 
—__— attainable by any. Vet defects they were, and as ſuch deſerve 
tdtmhe more to be accurately aſcertained, even from principle 
pf chriſtian charity itſelf, becauſe I obſerve, that ſincere chi- 
ſtians are apt to view them in a ſuperficial and unimportant 
RN. 1 * And ſo much eaſier is it to imitate evil than Too 
eien the abounding corruption of human nature, that you 
=: 8 ce ſome. defend zealous only in tranſcribing into th 
| 4 "own I es the blemiſhes of the moſt upright ſaints. Hoc 
evil is multiplied and ſpread in the church; whereas a little 


a7 


attention to theſe blemiſhes, as they ſhew thenifelves in 
| men, together with the ſerious uſe of the proper m $s of 
be correction, might check their malignant operation, and Lifap= 
BF | Fine any 3 tbl dere of the por dat, . 
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phers,.. inlet, hare * * egg 
over ſuch Pa or only to touch upon them in of 
a manner, that theit heroes ſeem, to have been all ion,” | 
confeſs my judgment. in this matter is totall  oppolite to theirs, 
Sd that the ſincere chriſtian, findi | 
differerit from bis own, is 777 diſcouraged rath 
„ and daturally ſuppoſes 2 
W Whereas a faithful picture of a real 
1 jy as huwan, life and not romance exhibits, would 
him. to preſs forward for the 
$ jo me therefore uſeful to  _ 
aracter; and as this is evidently the | 
rocedure. in the Scripture, al apology 
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r complexion, . the was by no, means deficient in un- 
ins, Hor, ſo far as I can 550 e, had he any particular 
Ne ity, in any, of the facult) 
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fte is. certain, however, that his e 
Song not poſhbly contribute to the formation of his joy, 9 - 
and yery probably did, conſidetably ſupport and exbibit to great 

advantage the expreſſions of it which afterwards ap 
great flo of animal ſpirits cannot fail to have . 9 5 
caſez and theſe who have any. iſcernment in theſe things, - 


will know. how. to. make proper allowances, without lefſen: 
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the kurse wind. His 
s well formed for the. purpoſes, of of common life, FI 
t6 neglect all the maxims = 
His. W Was live 7 and copious; his elo- , 
mper ſanguine arid 1mpetlle: | 
dus; and he ſeems by natute to, have * confident and pres 
purpoſe to prevent any ma- 
c e of infidelity, that bis religious joy, was one 
on this natucal temperament, the attentive reader has obſerv- 
ed how entirely he was deprived. of all ſu} 
ſpirits, by che moſt pungent diſtreſs, of ſoul, 4 the molt ex 
the ſevere  thercy of his God 
in conviction and that it was in. this ſtate of. mind, the moſt 
unfriendly of any to comfort and j 30% t that he was. in an inſtant 
brought th the enjoyment. of lu Pleaſures, the moſt W 
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wo N tance of ſtudy and reflection, the ſubordinate uſe of the rational 


>" "= friend, though in no great degree, (for the godly fear which 
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8 Was uccbtd. 
8 at rf ewhar't66 raſh and Haſty in his judgment, 
and ſomewhat" tov, fupetficial in'his,examination of wien and 
Rings. Hetice he ſeems alſo to have fallen into an error ver 

mon among unekperienced thriſtians. Finding thewſelve 
* undoubted fubjects of Divitie iNugilnation, they Are £66 aj 
to fancy themſelves to be They Judges of what by no means 
Belongs pet egen h * 7 to hoy gi the 
meaning of p of Scripture without poſſe proper 
= for the aeeden of their judgment, learning; m"—_ 
_  Bation, and experience. Satan will ladly encoutyge this w 
notion of inſpiration, and they do not ſufficiently conſider, 
the Divine influence does not ſet afide the neceſſity and <4=- 


_ faculties, ' or that deference, ſubmiffion, and feſpect which 
_ they owe to their paſtors, whoſe judgment and knowledge, 

in deed they be ſervants of God, mh de ſuppoſed in general 
ko exceed theirs. There is a'medjum between an explicit ſub- 
Jection to them, and that arte and unſuſpecting confidence 
Which ſullies the character of too many profeflors in our day. 


Nas been deferibed i in one of the articles of the Nessa g chap- 
ter counteracted the poiſon) was ſtained with His A I is 
incredible, perhaps, but to thoſe ho hate attentively conſt- 
dered it, how prone the human mind is to ſelf. cee it, to der- 
nate its attainments, to « exerciſe itſelf in great matters Whier 
are to hi h for it,” to ſtep out of its proper province This 
- Sa Pede of that ſpirit of pride, which is, as it were, the ef« 
ſence of the fall. It is this which has produced much ſedition 
ard turbulende in civil life; as well as various 8 of 
Conduct in the religious 8 und much arr Ce, Frey = mage 
tableneſs, and fupercilious aſperity in both ſo ſubtle is 
_ this pride, that the man who is 3 by it is not at all 
apt to fancy lie errs iti this reſpect, even when he does ſo moſt. 
Eegregiouſly. And While he cbmplains under the afflicting 
. o God, be ſuſpects this to be one. of . 1 evils 
ich his God ſhould" chaffize him. 
I wile it were as exfy to impreſs” the heſe - onen wh thoſe. 
| whow, they coritern, as it is to prove their truth and . 
Mr. Howard being by no means ſufficiently guarded on this 
dead, and being p abel forward by the livelineſs of his ima 
3 learnt top little to ſuſpect his own. judgment, So oh 
me too forward and raſh i cenfuritig others. He could not, 
fo cafily as he ought, think thöſe to Have any great meaſure of 
wi * who * 1 of o. e he 
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E . With he, was, favoured, be, 
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however injudiciouſly excited, and however e Win uz ity 
ld be made with him too much the m re ligion, 1 a 
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felf-knoyl His humility w ny ther ſuppart views 
of what he formerly bad been, 2 — What he daily zugt; nor | 
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. who \ were not ſo ben er and ts 855 on 5 temper and 
2 in grace have been partly pointed out, So ſtrong 1 in. 
deed was 1 — attachment to — A nothing -had. been more 
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too, much Jed by thoſe who admired. his AIAN, ang . Ty 


ful of making him a ſyſtematic. Partigan in "religions. k 850 


elle). ATA 5 le ode of thinking, whatever it be and how: I 
Son 417 deem itz 1 mean * 99 55 thipgs. in which 
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SST without our officious interpoſition; © 


e = one ſide and bn 


=_ * 5 | Tr love, while theſe evils floated on the ſurface of his religi 
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wuſe them to teject the atone ent of Chriſt, to depreciate he 

rations of the Divine Spirit,” or the neceſſity of humbling 
ted before God, of truſting in us word, and of loving 
the Lord. This hinders not, however, but that the inceteſt 


raids may yet be warped in ſome leſſet thin H n ew 
by rongly prejudiced againſt perſons of real . "who did nor 

_ agree with him altogether'in fentimerit; and from his caſe 1 

4 think 1 may juſtly infer, wat it is very dan angerous to interfere 


A en the Spirit's viel; when he is proceeding with vigour and 
flucceſs. If any improvement in knowledge a At Kt a N 
things not efſential) be necellary to theft Bre we 
| have reaſon to believe that in que time e will boa ing 4 


Fs fol : 
I mean to give ho dre ex nden pan 1 have net already, 
with reſpe& to the particular ſentiments to which'T advert. 
eather much and ſelf-conceit have 
been exhibited, and chat by perfons truly ſincere im tHie*nidin; 

et A me tres inflarae, but to woderate the minds of cliri- 
mans in theſe things, Let the eſſentials of "ſalvation, by che 
I 155 of Chrift alone through Frith, aid of the new W unto 
htebuſneſs, be vigbrouſly and cloſely preſerved, and we may 
© ately leaye men in'other* Anits to Judge for themiſelyes,* trot 
5 introducing them foltcitoufly'to any farther acquaintance with 
Ws ious truths,” till they Een diſpoſed for it in good earneſt; 
15 apable of turning it to good practical account Th'podli- 
niels. The icpertiniefſt 6ff{ciouſneſs of many perſcns in <>] 
matter has, of ain perfuaded, done much hurt, and im 
| 9 th of more god! y perſons than that of my friend. 
8 heſe are all, or nearly all, the defect I have obſerved. * 
ſt, Hoo fine his 'converfion; © Like the efferyeſcerice” of 
| enius, they produced ſome turbulent effects; yet was 
0 pony, omethihg'great'even in the manner of their exhibirion, 
And a candid x1 os might ſee the full current of Divine fait 1 


tan did his worft, and this was all he could do. It was SY 8 
'his power to bring hjm back to the love of dhe world, the 
evil Which far tive " comtmanty"and d ac wounds the 
.  thinds of profeflors. l 
It ſeems not, however; to have been the will of God that 
this rich jewel ſhould remain always, even in this life, — 
theſe flaws and 1555 ES ſevere method was made uſe of 
his God to poliſh at 
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r God.“ 8 aan "eos: 5 
| his death his infirmities increaſed apace.”: felt the conſe. e 
of bis formeriniquities. in a very excruciating degr 1 4, a 
tk _ the-aſthma, à general debility, and a comp —""—— 
of: pains' and diſorders rendered liſe extremely burthen 
| one, and put t the: levereſt trie! all e 9 20h 
tuin n in 2 6 
It wi eaſy rothe a be diminution of his joy. His 
| Now" of animal ſpirits was exhauſted. The evils and „ 
tions of 1 nature, which had lain dormant as it —_ 
knd-unperceived amid{tall-the raptures of his. communion with n 
ode: were now diſtinQtly- . ur And gane him ſuch afliction.as _ 
he ba not expected ever again to expetience. There were 
times alſo when he complained of the-coldne(s and languor tt 17 
mis affe ions. The debilitated ſtate of hie body was much 
boncerned in chis. Thoſe things which may be called eee 
neon religion were affected by it 3. had is eſlential and 
y\ divine, could not; Por his faith in che divine promiſes rg 
| ads unſhaken;; it even grew ſtronger and Rrongeramid® | © 
his trials. It had Jefs-tado-with ſenſe,” and was more $6.2 4 
faxed on the ward of God. His humility received alſo a 1 
great increnſe. He epidently grew leſs and leſe in his 6wh e 
yes, was more and more 2 ple, teachable, and Child like. 
put into his hands a ſittle book, Dr. Sibbs's Meditations, _ 
hich appeared to me. very ſuitable to his Iituation. ter 
reading it, he ovrned thete was a titne When de ſhould nere 
have reliſhed at all the views and conſolations which that au-. | 
thor ſuggeſts ; A ITINNS YE bo 
up any crumbs of comfort where he couldobtain them, Thofe 
who are acquainted with Dr. Sibbs, and know his talent of 
admimiltering conſolation to dejected contrite ſpirits, will _— 
vonceive hom great an alteration had taken place in Mr. How-- 
ard's mind. Self indeed loft ground in him continually; as 
affeckions were i fixed on God. He dwelt now in 
his münd on the throne. of grace, the merciful and faithful 
High Prieſt, and the exceeding great and precious promiſes of 
the goſpel, with more ſimplicity and ſteadineſs than ever, and 
Tam perſunded had a deeper and mote hearty renunciation of 
his on righteouſneſs,” arid-every 1 Laer te of ee 
than-he ban ever been poſſeſſed of. 
= ZDhoſe who know the Lord's methed'of advancing * 8 
e i life, will conceive the propriety and mercy even | 
If thoſe ſevere diſpenſations which were made do . 
this end, and cannot fail to derive ſome inſtruction to them- | 
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hr | — nee. They 
mee apt to ſuppoſe; though their judgment may 2 
Dich it, chat e 3 an increaſe of "thoſe very ſenſible 
rſt experience, and wybich are but tos 
* abuſed many, to the purpoſe of ſpiritual pride: 
It is then by withdrawing theſe comforts, and by ſome well 
_ adopted trials, conflicts, and afſlictioms, that the*ſoul of the 
| believer is carried on toihigher degrees of real holineſs. His 
feelings may tell him the contrary. But a little "experience 
_ convinces him, that in this fire he loſes only his , and 
chat all that is genuine and ſolid is | and brightened 
more and more, that fo he may be *a'velle} more . fobth 
_ « Maſter's uſe, and an entrance — be adminiſtered 2 
80 e- into the everlaſting a- 
44 viour. In ſew caſes bas this — more 
in that of. Mr. Howard. He evidently loſt 
ſelf-conceit and felf-fufficiency, which had — 
his brighteſt His faith was more pure and 2 3 
love was more ſolid and genuine; his patience and meek 
were truly admirable, the more ſo, when one conſiders the 
natural impetuoſity of his ſpixit and be waited for his diſſo- 
lution with the calmeſt expectation of his eternal reſt; © 0 N 
views of divine truth were | now: more piercing, evan 
and deep. Every falſe and frail ſupport of comfort was 
Health, ſpirits, eſtate, and whatever, abſtracted from 1 
may be App to exhilarate the human mind, were loſt. He 
was particularly afflicted with the want of ſleep. His pains 
and diſtreſſes were complicate, yet God was with him, and 
preſerved him in a placid ſtate of reſignation. Lom and mi- 
ferable as he felt every way in himſelf, he was yet filled with 
the fulneſs of God; and the reality and ſtrength of that grace, 
which had never forſaken; him des eee, 1 e 
How with ſuperior evidence. "+ 2 
I have not mentioned. in its proper places: thethe bad-vfine 
a this ſincerely repented of his unbecoming treatment of a ya« 
_ Juable miniſter of Chriſt, and, through the pure flame of di- 
vine love in his foul, been led to ſee the folly of a controver- 
al ſpirit in religion. No Chriſtian in the world could ever 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity®,” There wanted ſomethi 
Elfe, however, to remedy the defects of his character, whi 


. reader bas ſeen how it was accompliſne d. 


What remains concerning the: manner "of his death ſhall 
| be: diſpatched Pe rs indy. 
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whichs in diſorders that admit of more vi 
doubtleſs would have done. F inding himſelf rapidly decaying, 
| he wrote to his daughter, then in Ireland, a letter which he 15 
deſired 3 e eee le wy till ater by — im 
hich he expreſſes, among ot . n _ 
1 of his expectation of 8 called «od _ OR 
cher s houſe. Very ſcon after, he was ſeized with'flumberings, — 
J! KK death. Yet hegayve 
very ſtrong proofs where his heart was amidſt all this debility. K 
friend of mine aſking him it he had anything to ay tome, he —_ 
uttered a very pathetic-wiſh for ſpiritual Wee to be thows 
| ered on. my ſoul. |. He was obſerved amidſt his flumberings at 
times to ſing hymns, and a very little before his death — 7 
his grateful wonder that God mould ever take notice 1 
a xebel as he was. The laſt time I ſaw him, after Waiting 
ſome time in the room while he remained inſenſible, he ſad — 1 
denly opened his eyes, and looked ſeemingly with ſome deen. — 
liar meaning at me. I told him he would ſoon: go to * 3 
which I heard him diſtinctly anſwer; 41 hope © TEE 
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Tor + Wat he thinks of 4 PT 
ing narrative, and to deſire him to reflect what is 1 
molt probable mode of accounting or "the extraordi - 
nary 1 which we have reviewed. Extraordinary. it muſt ET 
| be confeſſed they are; and, as a rational creature was the ſub. | 
of them, and they iſſued in a taſting moral alteration of his | 
principles and conduct, any perſon who judges ſeriouſly of the e 
importance of events, and who feels with a proper degree r.. 
regard for the good of the human ſpecies, will overlook at once 1 
the political infignificance both of the ſubject and of the author 
of theſe memoirs, and will own that nothing in the brilliant 9 
eourſe of public affairs deſerves Half the attention. og de oY 
Let us ſtate to our minds what is certain in theſe tranſaction "8 


Here is an human'Being immerſed in "uncommon vice and 
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TI. _ oy indulgence, 9 L 3 * Te I 


watts 


n 2 * = N * . ; a. 2 78 9 p ” n 20 
| : * j a * . R of 8 
1 n . 2 z THE J p TRY. » $0 * 2 WW ; 2 ne 9 * 1 N Ae a 
P * F pl , N 31-2 . (SS wes 5 * | . — ; ? 
9 W % g i 4 a FF Anne * * ** 5 * a „ 1 x S 4 * . 3 
* F 2 x 5 n L 4 — 
een. fi - „ . 
4 1 \ * a 0 +: 
\ 1 . 4 
M 1 | * 
4 ; 7 * „ x 
0 > . * , OR, 
. n W +: 92 % 
. Pa 1 » 1g 
; N k s 
* — x" 4 0 2 22 
(3 1 ; 1 : wm 8 1 5 
* T7 . N p K 3 1 4 
: a — * , ; 
! F 9 1 
bi Weine, Dr aktY New 
, N. Ne * 7 1 « I ; 2 
LO 14 4 p , 
- * 7 1 4 7 7 * * we 


OSS 


Wo ann ie kee ns + 
2 Dye Fein of waking the leaſt _ the aboundi 2 | 
torrent of iniquity : Yet is this man; without any 'philoſo Z 
call aids and rellektions, ſuddenly, as in à moment, from à ſtate 
of extreme inſenſibility, alarmed, awakened, changed in the | 
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3 0 whole bent of his affectior „ ſolldly and. abidingly altered in 
| _ is whole deportment, and lives all: Ne remainder: of his da 5 
2 courſe of ſome years, a life of the moſt pious regard to his Ma- 
ker, of the ſtricteſt chaſtity and temperance towards himſelf, and 
| of the moſt genuine charity towards all mankind; Thus far Plain 
matter of fact lies before the reader. Flad the ſtory been told a 
_ of a perſon living in China or Japan, it might have been faid- 
Ws with a ſagacious ſneer, that" the writer had taken care to 
draw his narrative from a convenient diſtance; but the ſtory here 
_ ſubmikced' to the reader's attention, lies within the compaſs of 
55 5 every one's means of information. I flatter myfelf its truth 
will not be diſputed by any; and mould any really doubt of it, 
. = eaſily ſupply them with” SENT TOS" 'of Re in 
I. The get dee den which: lesem iy wer erp Win: | 
What ſort of doctrine, or What method Was made uſe of in the 
TR: production of fo admirable a change ? becauſe on all hands it 
will be allowed, that many are in the fame dreadful circum- 
. ances in point of morality, and it would he very much worth 
- while to try the ſame medicines upon them,” + 
It would be a very abſurd and unreaſonable method 4 1 
ing the force of this whole buſineſs to ſay, « there ſeems no- 
__  - thang ſo very ſtrange or extraordinary in it. The-man-took'a 
1 ſudden and ftrong reſolution to alter his life; and it was a very 
7 bappy circumftance that he ſtack, to the reſolution; and this is 
the whole myſtery ok the matter. Such careleſs e are 
1 e ſuitable. to the ſceptical and ſuperficial taſte of he 
=: Such an anſwer, I remember,“ was made to a perſon. 1 
=_ We moral change was no leſs: extraordinary than that of Mr. vl 
_—_— Howard, when he had told his oy to a perſon of ſome 'emi= 
ehe in this kingdom. But ſurely ſueh random obſervations 
1 nothing but the ſupine , ee of thoſe Who make ü 
them. No doubt all moral changes muſt be attended with ſoms 
. reſolutions of. the perſon: concer ed, becauſe. the will of man 
wh necellarily be intereſted in 5 8 But the difficulty, 4 5 
e ho to account for it, that a perſon ſo eitcumſtanced ſhouki Ml 
_ ever come to make ſuch powerful reſolutiong, or to haue bis 
„ 1 lo diſpoſed. 19 that be daes it by his wil © or refer 
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den d ö ccount 68 . to. ** an 
r « journe7 to fuck» place, ther 10 3 
he walked with his feet thither. We 
The doctrines which Mr. Howard eſpouſedz and to. the force, * 
of which alone upon his heart he was ever ready. to aſcribe tb 
change Which toe place in his whole man, were Jusriri- fy 0 
CATION and REGENERATION. I uſe theſe two terms for the 
fake of coneiſeneſo, as I ſee no teaſon why Chriſtian Divinity, 
low, very low indeed, and perfectly contemptible as it appears 
in che eyes of polite and nal pebple at this day; Mould: | 
not be allowed the uſe of comprehenſtye and convenient ex- 9 
prefſions, as well as other ſciences. By the doctrine of "2 5 PE © 2008 
Acuion is meant, the particular method Jaid down in theferip= — 7 
ture of" honourably-acquitting- ſinful men before their = ' 715% 00 
through the atonement or righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, with- I 
out tke leaſt regard had to their works or deſervings. * n 1 
he comteary it is fe poſed; that the man wo is to be the ſub- . 
of «Chriſtian: Juſtification; is a condemned ſinner in him- „„ 4 
ſelf; deſerving only the wrath of God, and too deeply involved. i 
in guilt to be ever extricated by any merit of his own. This 9 
implies the character of che Supreme Being to be 8 15 4 
flexibly holy and-juſt, 'and makes room for the ſurpriſing dif. 75 bh 7 g 
play of his ien mercy by the ſubſtitution of his only-be- Nj 
gotten Son, at once ta ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, to oondemn ſin, 15 1 
and to exhibit the pureſt diſcoveries of the moſt unboundec "i 
| goodneſs. The reader has ſeen the influence of all this on Mr. 5 1 
Joward's mind. His diſtreſs of ſoul began with theſe. very ideas 
of the 7 2 and juſtice, as ſignally to be diſplayed on 
= the lat y, and his peace e and comfort were at 
kale, dal e el, by the diſcovery of the doctrine of | 
cation by = Chrif nas pr faith, as above 
TM — lained. "Certain it is, that the great outlines of his change 
es on this doctrine, ſcripturally underſtood, in cotinection 
= with its juſt dependencies. It was no ſmooth harangue on we 
moral fitneſs of things, or on the native beauty of virtues or = ILL, 
a the dignity of human nature, or on the arbitrar Sp 
W God, tothe excluſion of his juſtice and putity, t W has 4 
= leaſt concern in his moral e ;Such ſchemes and views _ 
= may pleaſe the taſte of corrupt. mankind, and many would think _ 
mem far-more likely to have effected the change, than a doc · — 0 
JJ {o contrary to: men's natural notions. Di 
| alter wifum. No ſuch happy: effefts have ever been the conſe - 
JIE of role wn; wr ol ms The 1 90 of ſolid: eu. 3 
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' 3m on Fabich be —— rpg ty ok 
all his religious concerns, is Re This doctrine im- 
Bi, pijes wats all men without:exeeption, to;be-natural} in a ſtate 
of extreme depravation, needing an entire reno in al 
_ their affections and faculties, which change is called by Chriſ: 
himſelf by the name of being born: ggain;®; a change effected 
ſolely by the ſpirit of Qod t and therefore 3 
_ oils pk ſaid to, be born-of the Spirit. All then ho boaſt of 
mans natural love of g ſo and virtue, and eheriſh ideas of 
_ the ſtrength of his —— to ſave himſelf,” militate wholly 
thofe doctrines: which he found ſo uſeſul to his ſoul. 
' Indeed: it ſo happens in experience, that the ſueceſs of ſuch 
 Pretended reformers teſembles that o noiſy empiries in phy- 
eʒ the true lovers and genuine practitioners of genuine virtue 
2 found only among thoſe whoſe: very doctrine lays a ſolid 
foundation fer humbling man, and glorifying bis Maker. 
Thus far then the preſumption lies in To of theſe two 
Lee of Juſtification and Regeneration, that a change ſo 
- confelll "Bs. or a converſion: ſo extraordinary (Will the 
| polite rea reader allow. me the word ? 1 really know ne: _— ſo 
was effec d, ſupported, and carried on entire euer 


cn "annds; poſlibly-be | i th 
by a Divine ee The / 977 which: te pan 

by the power of which. alone it ratet Seca cnmal of ſo 

= 2 A as to evidence their Dinant f That a 
el anothet, anden dhe n of -believing ving on! 24,00 $7000 
order to become hohy and fit for the 5 his: God, muſt 
be made a'riew creature, and be ht upon by the Divine 
Spirit, not only without, but even againft all his natural propen · 
__ and that the diſpoſitions which conſtitute. the character 
of an holy perſon. ſhould be faith, hope, and love, and theſe 
too not of human, but of ſupernatural origin; and that the 
whole happineis of his liſe muſt be ſuflnined. by a myſterious 
union with an inviſible Mediator; theſe are certainly ſuch 
principles of religion. as ate perfectly unlike an ching that 
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evet was invented by mete man. And, they are things which 
ee ſo totally out of dur reach, tend ſo purely to the honour. of 
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he order en | 
tached ; ee 355 
es ho Kudie the ore themſel 
r; Will ay that he leurnt from" 
ines of Juſtification: and Regenerat 
|. Nowra certain divine power 
necte with the true preaching o 
ennd powerful, and ſharper er an ped 
Mr. Howard found ät fe; a hs 10 0 per, gee? * 
„as we have ſeen, overcame his ſti 1 heart, and _—_ : 1 7 
into ſubmiſion to me Moſt High. Aud ehen the 8 „„ 
bee wine e oy correſpondent —_ 23 
he became A, 
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exp rn of every it __ 
he love of God and of his hel ghbonr, what. That” Fx. 
Have we not here 4 ne of 't e truck . 1605 ©, 
Does not the — — gt of what is writtsn with | . 


ity”! fre 
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_ de in the Scrigtures, and he becz abidinghy. 
| „ eotnfortable) und heayenly-min ed; emanicipated "from == 
Kin, and tray and fervently filled with . 


e och 5 
—_— . Bet if ma 85 of fact ſhews N 
P., that.no other fort cf d6&rine dots bürſt che boyds of n, 
and make men truly boly;” "ſhould we not lay with St. by = 
Ine ſooliſhneſs of Goc is Wiſer than wen, and the „„ 
Bod is ſtronger than men Whät you think . __ 
rd; and fooliſh, is the real wiſgop of ods it x. 81 0 d „ 
rr be retificd, and you e nk 1 — 

f [your owh underſtan ding. 1 fee wot Tow the.con-, ' 
avoided, that the OR Howard's. conver- e 
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tc Aud here one — 40 fllt kh, Hawes it is FACE "2 
1 ftion, which wie ſome — W nl, o 3 
f RO" ingedar men e by GeDzvive Spirit, how CY -* 
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. WM I am aware, that 4 partial Wen e Mendon. 


1 8 perance; might from a giſſolute 

5 8 2 ruling paſſion yas the luſt of praiſe,” might untlergo various 
alterations of external character; now a Punk; and now 2 
N 6. Friar. M But ſtill in all ſuch caſes the radical' character re- 
5 mains: the ſame, . To. gratify Self in ſome form pr other, was 


5 — Funde themſelyes before the Moſt High, to give glory to their 
1 Maker, to loye him ſincerely and ſupremely, and to be renewed 


„ E 8 Pat an Philoſopher, or Ohriſtian by name, ate eſſen- 
exchange one vice for. gnothers whore they part with in ſenſu⸗ 
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* nature; and their. own native power and pork yrs fo 
are from God. He who has once ſeen; the ſun in his:majeſt 

needs no other Sent; wee eee him; that it is not a l 

©. bis creating C 
Till then ſome other, amb, Sause can be af hiſt 
1 religious phenomena, of which na age has ever been 
Wholly deſtitute, it is reaſonable to conclude, that f. the- hand 
<aof 2 hath dome this, and the: Holy One of Irael hath 


«created: it,* F by 7g 4 ip Fa 6 ys 1 5 9 4 32 2 8 2 85 7 5 eq 11 9 1% „ 


1 ather methods, - Soctates might juſtiy boaſt) that by 
his philoſophy he had corrected: e uM. of 115 nature. And 
_ the] Fabia: inous 17 by hearin e er e tem- 
oud Philoſopher. Juſt as the Duke of Wharton, f whoſe 


very heaven of Socrates, of Polemo, and of Wharton. To 


in the 1 of their minds, of this OE notbin 3 but 

his is the change which my friend experienced. Self loſt in 
im all its props and ſupports; he was.g new — through- 
outs ki who had always liyed for Self, now lived for God. Theſe 
5 haye mentioned, and all Who walked in their ſteps, 
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5 "rally diftin. from this in their whols character. They may 
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0 "ality y, is {ure to be amply compenſated in pride. It belongs to 
| Gad's. revealed religion alone, and. te che pomer by Which he 
plies. jt to the heart, to deſtroy the ion of vice univer- 


4 ally, and to make a = humble, wiſe;-and happy. 
N "Tit. The truth of this real influence of the Holy Spirit in 


MM lucing the cotverſion of. ſinners,” and the ov 1 nature off 

1  ehriſtianit TP abſtracted from thoſe circumſtances of-controverſy 

icy that ſo often cloud and embarraſs. it, would ap- 

- pear BE a. very firong = 17 one > ns re 

rom age to would take 
ee e end the 

ment would well 22 "ts 5 e who. ſhould 


— 9 F * 2 145 * "pp f 2 % 4 Nt WF ST _ 
ey. ö -x — 


x 
F CLE 3 Cha 
4 * 
, | 3 
Fe | , Fog ' 
* 
1 N fon? 1 E / 2 
Fi } MN 
C , 4 74 + * 
j 1 8 1 
5 \ 8 4 A s 
— \ p 1 3 
* 5 ? * MD 8 
a * 35 
IE 4 


3 8 E 
— n 
a «9 - * 1 
C a E * * 
© * boy 


8 even to 7 5 nn 1 „ . 5 5 8 
Hal detai of: — hiffory 9 on 4 very . . 
webt plan. The intrigues and politics of Churchmen, =. 

mbition of Popes, the ſuperſtition of Monks, the ſubtilty of 
eſuits, the external-hiſtory too of the Reformation, and the 


though few think it worth their Wille to ay. — the ' 
voluminous narratives of Fleury and Du Pin, r 
hiſtory their materials have been comprelſe into 1 narrower | 
compaſs, and you ſee in him all that can tend to difgrace chic 


thoſe who know not and who care not what the 


der the decent names of moderation and charity, now pervade 7 


is in moſt things very grent, and perhaps uncqualled.” But as 
be ſeems himſclE not to have underſtood Prog of A. 17 


anity, all, or mat; all, his narrative | 1 ben nit "on. ee 
£ ings. 61.6 28 4 1 13 da 40 15 5 05 . 


ſenſe, men who feared God and wrought righteouſneſs, living 
by faich in the Son of God, and practically applying to their 
mn own hearts the peculiarities-of chnſtanity, which, I muft ſtill 


, on{cripture evidence, conſiſt in; e Kill repeneration. 
The 7 of 3 never 10 againſt 29h chutch, 50 51 | 


f Fial, Le 1 1 patience, ee elf. 
and the love of heavenly things. Thee hiſtory of theſe, 
us they appeared in different places and circumſtances, is, * bn 
* perly ſpeaking, the hiſtory of the church; > 
But in Moſheim they are ſcarce at all to be folind; ” Public 
and noiſ tranſactions: engage his” attention threughout. „ Is 
chis chriſtianity ? (ſays the inkdel) Are theſe its fruits? What 
good has it done in the world?“ How: much more uſeful had 
It . in theſe ſcenes," and to have 
| Jaid open, in an imparti 3 ingenuous manner, the real 
church of Chriſt }- This would 1 been properly the t iſtory 
2 the church ; the ſcenes which chiefly fill his book having 


nations have to do with good Sovernment. 


Vet his pains in 


+ y 74 
. 0 4 3 
99 3M, OM EO Ek * 
: NFL > 1 , \ b 8 
I 2 Y N. 4 x V. * 8 k 82 LN 5 * cw 6 '£ 

: of EE EN „ OY „ a ON 74 

i I . „ M n 3 * SY x YN is . 7 
7 ? 7 . & . 

. / * n * 


. . 


actions of various Sectaties, have been largely expoſed,” Aud 1 


ſtiamtyreduced as it Were to a point; and this is the 80 with „ 


render them indifferent with feſpect to chriſtianity itſelf, Na „ 
to extol above all things the (ceptical faſtidiouſneſa which, _ | 


the-polite world; The excellence indeed of Moſhcim's hiſto „ 


But tere as in every century, -from the Apotties days ts 
ours; a real church, that which deſeryed he Apo in the beſt | 


no more to do with real chriſtianity, than robberies and alliſh- | 1 5 i 


| Lying open: the: evils arnd/abaſes"is by no means to be con- 
[Oey de me Rn Wo he 7 
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| friends of mankind 


$3 


_ ſcriptures. mils. 9 5 mark. altogether when they cenſure chri- 


called chriſtians; for, ftritly. 

well as. themſelves; and ſo 

I of ſcripture, they oi te de ſo eſt 
aſc to call. themſelves,./... , , 


25 true light, we ſhauld not complain of the difficult 
2 out whom or what we are to believe amidſt the end 
E ions of controvetſy. We have only to turn away dur 
90 from the many ſcenes. of mon 
_ Jurvey that which is genuine. or there have ever been 
Who have held, and felt, an Wr a has been: 
. Senting alide alſo ſome lefſer differences of e 
may have had ame 
E. Dh 7; ol jutiuton f dependence 8 
tion through of; a life of entire an 
and of thoſe fruits of holineſs which reſult from it, are ſimple, 
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le-indeed. in zeal hohneſs, bad their conyer - 


yet living ac. 
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new. creatures indeed, and, finally, 
- N in ſpirit and taſte from the reſt of the.world.as- 


, Fheſe are the;CHRISTIANS ;.the hiſtory 3 
Malignant oppoſers of the 


ianity, becauſe of the wickedneſs of vaſt numbers who are 


ſpesking, they are infidels. as 
as men ee the Fan 
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— 4 e to it in all its 5 „ 
This is then the way to jud of | huifianiey. 


itſe would hence be fhewn 4 in a light unanſwerably ſtrong. 


The acts of the Apoltles form a precious beginn 
this biftory, and have in this =. "5, 


3 and 1 confeſs the taſk, as we advance downward 
to the times of the Reformation, grows 22 arduous. It might 
however be done; and hiſtorical 
age to of the true church of mw ſhining us a light in 
the midit'of a dark world. The ſcene ſhifts indeed from place. 
to place.” The ſpirit of God is , from time to time 
candlefticks are removed; but ſtill the light, Which is here er- 
tinguiſhedy riſes there, and butas with triumphant: glory. Is 
| yain' © hall we ſeek to confine it within the pale of certain de. 
nominations. The grace of God will not he thus fettered, — 


of Popery, ſome ſouls were partakers of its influence. 
when the church was ſeemingly near a total extinction; it was 
revived with wonderful power at the Reformation. Even = 


of che fame holy flame which animated the breaſts of pious _ 
Proteſtants, at the very time too that the church of Epgland, a2 
Proteſtänt church by conſtitution, had relapſed into a con- 
of the goſpel. In our own times a glorious change hs 


are ſpreading at thi vigour and effect. May the 
land in e E their e And as the church has eber 
been thus preſerved, ſo particular inftances of very extraondi- _ 
naty exertions'of the grace of God have appeared from: age to 
z As it were, to call up the attention of a lumbering world. 
The converſion of St. 55 recorded in the ninth chaptes „„ 
the Ads, is of this fort; and that of St. Auguſtine,+ recorded 
by himſelf, is extremely remarkable. That of Col. Gardiner 
| has been'diſplayed by the reſpectable pen of Dr. Os - 
and may not the author of - theſe ſheets; preſume to offer on 
in ſome meaſure'of the fame kind to the reader's attention? 
- RefleQtions Hike theft mould have their weight with thinklte - 
minds, and are-certainily calculated to make us fee that there 


wn * ſomething divine in real religion, which oughe 
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2 
in u late publication by an able and pious vide 6 the church - 
of N * He his not proſecuted the hiſtory beyond the 


8 are not wanting from 5 5 5 


we dught to ſeparate it in our ideas from all externals and =. 
cumſtantials Whatever. For ages, even amidſt the 3 . 


Janſthiſts im France, though Papiſts by name, were e i 


in her taken place; evangelical principles have been revived; © 
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5 ey EOS 
0 be confoun 4 % polgidt chrifliatiity; which bes 
too raſhly condemned as enthuſiaſm, and w ich deſerves 
the moſt profound attention of every one Who would be * 
1 ſalvation, through faith 1 in Chriſt eus. 
N There is a method not uncommonly made uſe of 10 
7 1 the force of this whole argumentation, iche as it meets 
us in full oppoſition, though with a ſpecious appearance of 
friendſbip, it will behove us to expoſe in its true light. What 
bas been advanced concerning the doctrines of chriſtianity, 
their influence, their neceſſity, their importance, has its tru 
and muſt be owned by every chriſtian. But then why fuck 
extreme cenſoriouſneſs, why ſuch contradted. bigotry:? - The 
generality of the Clergy and Laity do at bottom hold the fame 
things as thoſe which you ſo vehemently inſiſt on; only the 
are more moderate in their manner, and more wary. in their 
uſe of theſe truths. - They make ſome conceffions to the world 
in things not very . for the ſake of doing good in 
things of greater conſequence. It is not the doctrine, but the 
intemperate manner of applying it, which expoſes thoſe who 
_ cal} themſelves ene to cenſure and ill-will; and par- 
ticularly their want of charity can never he vindicated; in ſup · 
poſing none to be right but 1 who net the > 
1a uage as themſel ves. 

The ſophiſtry of this charge 4 to be dikindtiy 8 
1 And to prevent miſtakes, it muſt be confeſſed that if 
the perſons deſcribed under the laſt article, as members of the 

real church of Chriſt, had nothing to ſhew for the vindication 
of their peculiar principles and practice but an affected diſcri- 
mination from others in point of phraſeolopy ; if, in ſhort, ver- 
dal diſtinctions were all they had to boaſt of, their conduct 
would be indeed indefenſible. It would not only be unchari- 
table and . but alſo weak and unmanly. For what 
more unworth 6 of rational creatures, than to raiſe diſputes | 
T. themſelyes on mere terms, when their ideas are the. 

e 

Bunt this is 185 foam being the caſe in the preſent inſtance ; 
and. every candid obſerver, who has thought with any clears 
nels or preciſion on theſe ſubjecta, muſt ſee that the difference 
is in ideas, not in e and is ae get e. even 

5 more ſo than language can deſcribe e 
That the relig e riefly Jeſcribed. in the laſt article, FI) os 
culiarly diſtinguiſhed by holding out the doctrines of Jultifica- 
tion and Regeneration, is eſſentially diſtin& from that of thaſe 
who deny the Godhead and atonement of Jeſus Chriſt, and tue 
* and Influence Ww 38 88 * wil be at once 
#7, -- allowed + 
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they feem'to make oy e uſe of them 1 practice, . and do i 5 
gently Ay the, great ſtreſs for their hope heaven on the per- 
Formance of” N Iles, and yet at NN fame time treat with 
perfect conternpt ji ideas of conyerſion”or, een, et 
e 7 21 den pin #50 thing | itſelf,” y pO, all pretent tons 
by perſon d the experittics r en in our days: If this 
| e account of the Fatt of many of the Ol arid Taity 5 
| 5 * is 25 dom, one lers at firſt fi t Why t object. t the © 
Mane 20 etehng forth theſe thin 05 ey have no idea of 
any petlonal uſe aud application them to the heart and en- 
ſcience. _ "Abd how then do they differ elſentially from thoſe 
who deny them altogether? For what i is all the © dodrine in 323 
world abſtracted from its ble? 
«Granting, however, that. chef 8. Pr any! thing 1 i which 
good men 1 ay Tafely. er,. and. ; ikke to ſhew 2 eit of mu- 
tual forbearance. an "moderafioh, 'certainly the doctriye of Ju- 
tkeation is not one of, thoſe ſubjeRts.. If any queſtion: can: 
| conceived.to be eve * of infnite importancey it is this=How | 5 
all Man de accepted with, his Maker? We trifle only win 
God and our fouls,” while we content Gürſelxes with a looſe = 
. and general idea of Chrilf's Atonemmebr, and bring it „ 
determinate point of, utility! whatever, For 
_ this *—Queht I.to truſt entirely in Jeſus Christ, 1 to re- 
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the queſtion 18 3 


noutite wy, WI ri . entirely, in order for Talvation, 


.o 8 it anſafe and dangerous ſo to do; and ought my. hope of 
A Ieaven.. to. be founded ty 'on the merit of Chriſt, and partly 
on. m WR bie! 1s. the clear ſtate of the 2 1170 as it lies 

between the two patties. | before us on the ſub bje of juſtification. , 

| "And i this nominal. aiftingtion ?. Is it of no. conſequence . - 

whether man "be. thoroughly humbled, o r allowed to glory in 

- ſomething of his own? Whether God 80 *the Eathb"are to _ 


have. all che honout. of his ſalvation or not? There is an eflen-" 


| nal difference of opinion. here, and the difference goons. a 
mot material diftinchon in the Whole of practical religi * 15 
* he very ends and motives of duty we each party Fry ſe 
: to. themlelyes are widely oppolite. The love of is the 
| _oran of the one ſyſtem, ſelf-righteouſneſs of the other. 
* ut. Turely to. every, teal chriſtian, ! whatever doubts he may 
[ he. has. many 9780 religious ſubjects) it is no matter 
a fallen Ereature, dead altogether b 
"helication. whet 15 be is 
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3 95 ; . to fo re aa Oy nie Id e 7 eſus Ch : 
dy therworks of the law: 1e is, not. a 'problematical : fader 
5 with him, Whether he mult che born again, if ever he ent 
ine the kin dom of. Godz: whether. this new birth, with. al 
itz frufts and con e a be wrought. by the will of man. 
c Spirit of. God alone; whether his good works ought 
=. 7 'neceſlity to be principled by the Joye.of God or not. 
= But enough has been faid to thew that thete 8 5 ite 


= rence of opinion here; and tho ho any emſelyes $, Wit * 
= _ the forms of orthodoxy, above. . eee of - 
= 5 tit by the oppoſition which they, feel! 150 5 8 Fg breaſts to that 
=o i of . which 1 have been eſpd Let them ſearch, '3 


F. - . © however, the ſcriptures, with honeſt m oſs and at leaſt ceaſe. 
= from ſaying, that they mean the fame 1 1 as; thoſe which 
WW they oppoſe. For it indeed this be the caſe, why.do they L 
= _ ſue averſion to theſe principles? Why d Jiflike to Te Mem 
= ſet forth, in the plaineſt manner? Why are they more. cordial, 
and feel their own ſpirits to be more in 1iniſon with Socinians,, 
Sceptics, and with, an W fort of per ſons than thoſe, whom the 7 
deem Enthuſiaſts? hy ſuch: ridicule and. contempt. of. the, 


= New Birth? Why 1 is 16 preachin of their þ yſtem,. if it de A 

ßen at all, of noweight,.no.in ay ity it not Res. 

=_- - Wt their dodtrine was, the ſame, gen. N 
5  conyerlion ould ever hay W amo! | £4 
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3 real ſcripture-docttines, a entet into the principles of a work 
_ of, divine grace on the heart; if. they prove their divine "gl 1 
dy their own light ht and native. energy; if they  haye never failed, 
A every age of the . to. KT 122 00 With undeniable 
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eyes more and more, and entering 1 into the ſpirit of*'t 


K 1 * 9 e FO if very; other ut 

inciples be Hunted oppoſite,” what remains Par n we | 

jetake ee to the ſtudy of f the ſacred ordtles. and ee ba +I 7 
is the religion. there enforeced? On A fair 8 oe . te? 
iind that the pripciples. Which” in his King 


Ro for about fort years ahd 'have* en Ae | 


ich che 9 xrobrious terms of Vieren or Enthuſiafin,” are T 
in ere? 1 5 religion of the apoſtle and Se — RN 
a 4 11 «Ne candid. exathination will eonvince any reaſonable 

that the 5 no other tharl thoſe which the formers 11 


y and E 1 9 land rofefſed, and on which the church * 
Company is founded; The decline 5 been fo deep With ; 


= ſcepticiſm, prophaneneſs, and, an, legitimate and unſctip- A „ : 1 


tural charity have been propagated” in ſo general 3 mahler, 5 . 
whe revival f theſe principles Tub) es men to the cenſure of 
_ Introducing 1 ſome 1 7 ſectar Hark ideas; though they contain 


nothing new, noth 325 particular, nothing. different from the 5 N Fo 


creed. . the wiſeſtand moſt i gtelligent chriſtians of all ages, 
hor from, the genuine Joarine” bf the e Much pains. —_ 
been taken to ſuppreſs them; 3 uten has been tried, bY : 
the ſpirit of the times, an the le e 
1 it ine ffectual. The moſt Andecent” 68 8 5 on. 

"the plan of wit and raillery have been attempted, x 
more reaſonab ple mode of ingumeßt bern hefleted. Feet theſe 
principles live and. fburiſh, and hed lover of truth wilde "oY 
45 find that many of the'eftabJj1 elergy are opraing t feier 


teſtament with. increaſing ardour. The hand: 55 God alſo has 
evidently been with _ Mr. Mr. Howard's caſe, though fome- 
"what ſingular in circunſtatices, is by Fin means fo in fabſtdhce. | 
VVV 
lies, wherever theſe princip les prevail. 1 frankly avow that 
the recommendation of thel. principles was the defign, "of this 
. Let it 78 be allowed that there is ſuch a ching 7 
4s a divinely revealed re igion, that the knowledge And power 
"of it are of 3 inhnite importance, and then if any one will {till _ 
 "faſtidiouſly refufe theſe principles ai hearing; let him aſk 5 2 1 55 
-felf, where and among what ſort of iperſoris he can expect to 


. the real chriſtian de If de l nor date barſe'in | 


prophaneneſs and pt3de,. he will ſcarce look for it among Ari- 
Kt) and Socinians,” Wat! is the ſpirit of God with hefe 
" who degtade the 5 5 72 dignity of the Saviour, or delpile the 
Rötz or explain away the on Hope 
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the. ee relics gion among the common, 1 'of "Of 

8 ? This — 7 in gur AS comprehend 1757 15 
| BF + | about for! 18 0 ago . comprehended aimalt the Iba Las 
mw. 1 eſtabliſ — 1 mg hy it ſignature of divine life can be 
_—— 5 . eraced among m7 1 9 re not zu evident want 'of Leal 
—_ _ with) reſpect N [1:28 not to fay among many . 4 1 A 
=_ any: e or ſyſtem of ideas at all ? 1s there the leaft Tpiri 
Wl good appatent among them? Do any in hearing d: 5 
fromthe pulpit ever obtain, of. expect to. obtain, any 1 60 
Can a ſingle inſtance W e in the courſe of twen 
RR thirty years of 2 ſingle perſon reclaime from vide in conle 
—_ . this religion | 
—_: - 5 es muſt then, it truly n 1 5 In ar; look for re. 
gion of Chriſt among thoſe who, under God, have oft "ba 
b s been the inſtruments of the revival already mentioned. 
; iy may he look to good purpoſe! May the datyn of Golpel- 
light, the very beſt ſymptom. of divine favour which this king- 
1 dom, amidf all its Ae evils, can boaſt, break out into. open 

day! I would not deſpair but that even ſome of the Dighitarics 
| of the church may not only, view, with more 7 eyes, As 
bf ._ they lately have: done, but themſelves alſo with honeft. zeal 
_ _eſpouſe and ſupport the precious peculiarities of er 
—_—  Devoutly ſhould we pray, that that «God, who alone worke 
Wb SF great maryels, MAY ſend down, upon our. biſhops and cu- 

40 rates, and all 5 05 ede to their | harge; the 
| * healthful ſpirit of his grace! e lee e 
Let me be permitted to ſuggeſt to my brethren. of 
dJlergy, that they haxye taken upon them a wei 8 58. in- 
nl deed, the feeding of precious ſouls, whole blood will be re- 
—_ quired at their hands, if they be found unfaithful: and that a 
. U ſe of mere indolence and pleaſure, or ſpent in the purſuit of 


wh  prefermentand SPY Pig the 1 or eden in the fairer 
| and more creditable attention to matters of learning and taſte, 
oe worldly bufineſs, is by no means calculated to qualify them 
| or the right ap yg the taſk which they have undertaken. 
WH © With whom haſt left thoſe few ſheep in the wilderneſs?” 


| zs a very awful enquiry, which at the at judgment-day w 
1 - bde mache of every paſtor ; and it behoves us to conf! 4 wha t 
bi © anſwer we can return to it. To have been uſeful in l 
_ the ſalvation of only a few ſouls, will one day be found mote 
Wl © noble, as it is certainly a more ſolid pv Bao than to 
j- | have amaſſed all the treaſures of R and philoſophy, the 
bett uſe of whichis to render them hand-maids to piety, or to 
Fol 3 a all their 9 in „ 8 1 
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| * acquaintance of Mr. Howard in Ireland 7 4 
ſ ould _— to ſee theſe ſheets, they are requeſted, fc 6 |; „ 
own ſake, to give them a ſerious peruſal. His heart was mu | 
affected on their account, and | : carnellly . lo 
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Chriſtian believers may, OW] find fon thing in FFF 
rative that may warm their hearts With heavenly zeal, and at 
the. fame time fortify their judgments on the ubject — 1 - 1 
mility and godly fear. Such as it is, Ic commit this little 
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